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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

Congratulations

It is a very great pleasure for me to write my first Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School newsletter article.

Yiramalay has lived in my imagination for a long time. I well remember the first time I heard the name. It was at one of the 
earliest meetings, around 2008. I remember hearing about the first trip to Leopold Downs, and to the stories that came 
back, and remember meeting Annette Kogolo when she came down to teach Bunuba to Junior School children at Wesley. 
And I’ve enjoyed hearing the experiences of a range of colleagues who have worked at or visited Yiramalay.

It was, therefore, a privilege for me to visit Yiramalay for the first time this year. To be welcomed on country was very 
moving. To see the school in action was very moving. Yiramalay was hosting the Indigenous Languages Forum when I 
visited, which meant I was able to hear language on country for only the second time in my life. I watched lessons in action, 
and saw dedicated teachers working with students who were learning. It was a wonderful experience.

I then had the joy of witnessing the graduation of the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School Class of 2019. The way in which their 
success was clearly celebrated by their families was truly moving, as was the pride on every graduate’s face. The moment 
that encapsulated our Yiramalay/Wesley partnership perfectly for me was the way in which all the graduating students at 
the Glen Waverley Valedictory Dinner rushed up onto stage and sang ‘Wesley Now and Always’ at the top of their voices. 
Proudly wearing their Old Wesley ties and brooches, the Yiramalay students were front and centre. My sincere 
congratulations are extended to Corey Aiken from Derby WA, Liz Andrews from Fitzroy Crossing WA, Maxie Coppin and 
Nelson Coppin from Roebourne WA, Teneisha Forbes from Gapuwiyak NT, Alison Lockyer from Wickham WA, Rena 
Marrkula and Erica Ngurruwuthun from Gapuwiyak NT, Declan Ryan from Nickol WA, Mervin Warrie from Roebourne WA, 
Desiree White from Broome WA, Aaron Wunungmurra and Shanadom Wunungmurra from Gapuwiyak NT, Mara Munda 
from Baynton WA and Jayden Landers from South Lake WA.

I am looking forward to returning to Yiramalay in the New Year, and to deepening my understanding of the wonderful 
partnerships upon which Yiramalay is based.
Nick Evans, Principal

Yiramalay graduates at the 2019 Glen Waverley Speech Night 
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Year 12 Reflections

Highlights of my time at Yiramalay include coming to 
Melbourne, meeting new people and making a lot of 
friends, and the Year 12 Formal, which will remain a very 
special memory that will stay with me! While at Learning 
in Residence (LiR), I have learnt many important life skills 
including leadership, communication and social skills. Work 
experience has also provided many opportunities for me to 
develop and grow this year.

I hope to have a gap year next year and work in my 
community. Thank you to Ned and every Yiramalay staff 
member, teachers and my peers for their friendship and 
support. 
Alison Lockyer, Year 12

My involvement in the Kimberley Cup for the past two years 
is one of many highlights for me during my time at 
Yiramalay. The Year 12 Formal, LiR activities, Speech Night 
and Valedictory Dinner are some of the others. Team work 
and collaboration are important life skills I have learnt while 
at Yiramalay, also communicating well with people around 
me. Next year I hope to take a gap year and work or do 
some short TAFE courses and get some life experiences. The 
following year I hope to study at a university in Melbourne.

I would like to thank my family and teachers for their 
support, especially Doc for helping me with English, Dean 
for giving me direction and the big man, Matt, for everything 
that he has done for me. Yiramalay has been a long and 
amazing journey and has given me special insights that have 
made me reflect on my Indigenous identity.
Jayden Landers, Year 12

During the past three years that I have been at Yiramalay, I 
feel proud that I have made a lot of new friends and visited 
some amazing places, improved my literacy and completed 
Year 12. I want to work next year and be able to visit 
Melbourne to support the next group of Yiramalay students 
at Speech Night. I have really liked going to visit induction 
students at the St Kilda Road campus. I hope to get involved 
and work for a community organisation in the Pilbara next 
year.

I want to thank my family, teachers and Chynna for their 
support and for pushing me to finish my education. I am 
very proud of myself and my friends for finishing Year 12.
Declan Ryan, Year 12

The best things about Yiramalay are learning on country and 
the great people in the program who encourage you and 
push you to your limits, it’s just great! I feel Yiramalay has 
made me a lot more confident and independent; I can take 
care of myself. I would like to try and work in the fishing 
industry, or in tourism next year. I want to thank my family 
for growing me up and for giving me the chance to come to 
Yiramalay. Thank you to Matt, for encouraging me, he is a 
good man. Also, my cousin Medeline (OW2018) who helped 
me when I first got here.
Aaron Wunungmurra, Year 12

Meeting new friends from Roebourne, the Kimberley and 
Melbourne are some of my highlights. Going to the MCG 
and basketball games and watching all the good players 
was great. I have learnt how to live away from home and be 
independent, with a routine that helps me do my work.
I have also learnt to live with others from different 
backgrounds who speak other languages.

I haven’t thought about what I want to do when I leave but 
I’d like to do something to help people, so maybe a nurse or 
a carer. Thank you to everyone, the mentors, teachers and 
staff. A big thank you to Julie for looking after and caring for 
me.
Rena Marrkula, Year 12

Making new friends was the best during my time at 
Yiramalay. Learning about different cultures and exploring 
Melbourne and getting around in the city by myself has 
made me more confident and open-minded.

I am excited at finishing Year 12 and hope to train in sport 
and recreation in my community next year. Thank you 
everyone for helping me, especially Flick who taught me not 
to feel shame and be confident.
Shanadom Wunungmurra, Year 12

I will miss the on-country learning at the Studio School the 
most, the hunting and fishing. I think I am now more 
confident and able to communicate a lot better. Next year I 
hope to do an apprenticeship with a mining company in the 
Kimberley.

Thank you to everyone especially Kaylene and Kohana who 
were always on hand to support me.
Corey Aiken,Year 12
I have really enjoyed the activities at LiR, which have helped 

me meet new people and make lots of friends from different 
places. While at Yiramalay, being a role model has made me 
grow in confidence, develop my social skills and helped me 
push myself to be better. I hope to have a gap year work-
ing or training in my community next year. Thank you to 
the Roebourne mob and the mentors for helping me push 
through the many years I have been here.
Simara Munda, Year 12

The Roebourne mob

Elspett Munda (OW2016), Jasmine Francis and Year 12 students Corey Aiken and 
Samara Munda
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The excursions that I went on and the great people I met 
have been some of the highlights during my time at 
Yiramalay. I have really enjoyed being in Melbourne; there 
are so many interesting things to do. I want to try to play 
football next year in Perth.

Thank you to everyone who supported me. I have really 
enjoyed my time here.
Mervin Warrie, Year 12

Induction, the Year 12 Formal, and graduation are some of 
my highlights from my Yiramalay experience. I have gained 
more confidence and become more independent while in 
the Yiramalay program.

Thank you to everyone who supported me, especially Ned,  
Matt and Kaylene.
Desiree White, Year 12

Yiramalay is a peaceful and amazing school that has given 
me opportunities to meet new friends and learn about 
other cultures. Yiramalay has changed everything for me. I 
will miss it so much. I have learnt about routine, which has 
helped me get up every morning and keep my room tidy. It 
has taught me to be confident. I will try and get a job when I 
leave, hopefully as a ranger! 

I would like to thank all my teachers who taught me to be 
better at English and Maths, I love Maths! Also, the 
traditional owners of Yiramalay, they taught me language 
and culture. So thankful to my favourite teachers Eliza, 
Frank, Kym, Flick and Matt and all my house parents 
especially Julie. Thank you also to Mr Cox who was always 
there! 
Erica Ngurruwuthun, Year 12

The NT mob

Year 12  student, Liz Andrews with Kaylene Marr and  Lena Andrews

Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School Class of 2019!

Going on Induction was great because you made lots of 
friends and got a chance to teach and learn language and 
share culture with others. I have become more confident in 
myself and respectful of others while I have been at 
Yiramalay. I have also learnt to work hard to improve myself.

I want to get a job in my community next year and plan to 
go to Charles Darwin University in 2021. Thank you to all 
teachers, mentors, staff and students who helped me.
Teneisha Forbes, Year 12 

Going to Yiramalay on Induction for the first time in 2017, 
becoming the Yiramalay Prefect, getting to meet Wesley 
students, learning culture on country from Bunuba Elders: 
these are a few of many highlights for me. Team work and 
respect for others have been important life skills I will take 
with me. My role as Prefect has also improved my leadership 
skills.

I am undecided about what I will do next year but feel that I 
would like to take up teaching as a career in the future.
Thank you to everyone for the support I have received, 
especially Ned, Matt, Flick and Kaylene for keeping me on 
track and giving me many opportunities to grow.
Maxie Coppin, Year 12

Going to Yiramalay and meeting different people from many 
cultures, making friends, living in Melbourne and 
experiencing the city lifestyle are highlights that will remain 
with me from my time at Yiramalay. Besides improving my 
literacy, numeracy and writing skills I have become more 
confident and improved my attitude to many things. I have 
grown and matured in my time here. I hope to get a job and 
play football in Perth next year.

Thanks to everyone who supported me especially Ned, Matt, 
Flick and Kaylene. I will miss you all.
Nelson Coppin, Year 12

Welcoming people to country has been a highlight for me, 
also meeting new people and learning language and culture 
from other Indigenous groups. Yiramalay has made me more 
confident in my ability to speak to non-Indigenous people, 
while living away from home has made me more 
independent. I feel I have better leadership skills as a role 
model to new students.

Fashion modelling is something I am interested in and I hope 
to do more of it in the future.

Thank you to my family, mentors, teachers, staff, and 
students for their support and encouragement. A special 
thank you to Kaylene who has stood by me all the time I 
have been here.
Liz Andrews, Year 12
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Important dates
20 Nov  Kimberley staff fly to Melbourne 
01 Dec    Students SYLF Standard fly home 

05 Dec     Students SYLF Advanced fly home 
20 Dec    General Staff Break-Up 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.

I think the experience is what you make it. 

Yiramalay is one of the most unexplainable experiences. You 
can’t understand unless you have been and experienced it 
for yourself. I think the experience is what you make it, so 
long as you go with an open mind! Even in the hottest part 
of the afternoon and there is nothing to do because it’s so 
hot – and we had some shockers, you find ways to entertain 
yourself. As my mother used to say when we complained 
about being bored, ‘Only boring people get bored.’

We interacted with local people and made slip and slides: 
it’s an important skill to learn to make your own fun. We 
went on many trips to sacred meeting places, local galleries 
and many gorges and swimming holes. Both the landscape 
and the culture are so amazing! The people are such an 
important part of why we all enjoyed the trip so much. The 
troopie rides were something else! I wouldn’t trade my ex-
perience for anything. I am grateful for all I learned and the 
lifelong friendships I’ve made! Goodbye Yiramalay!
Maia Northam, Induction 42

Induction 42 consisted of six locals, and 22 Melbourne 
students from the St Kilda Road and Glen Waverley campus-
es. We began with a Welcome to Country by the Elders and 
traditional owners, then settled into life at Yiramalay, doing 
the chores, helping with dinner and most importantly going 
to swim at the Spring every afternoon. We started every 
day with the morning circle, to learn Bunuba language and 
connect with others on the Induction.

In the second week, we went out on country a lot. Marilyn 
taught us about the station workers and about Jandamar-
ra. In the final week we went to Windjana Gorge as well as 
Brooking Spring, one of the best swimming spots on our 
Induction.

For the final three days we departed Yiramalay with the 
Melbourne mob, and travelled to Broome. In the future us 
locals want to go to Melbourne and experience all that the 
multicultural city life has to offer.
Banjo McIntosh, Che Yarran and Kyle Wurramara, 
Induction 42 Induction 42 students living and learning together

Food at Yiramalay

As Christmas approaches, I am reminded of my awe of people who produce food for large 
gatherings. Yiramalay had a new cook start this term and, during Induction 42’s stay, Oz, as 
he likes to be known, only reinforced my respect and appreciation in spades.

Every evening, a range of options at dinner always included vegetarian and often vegan, 
with a focus on nutritious and fresh vegetables and salads: no mean feat out there. But it is 
the relaxed and consummate ease with which they are produced that continually amazes 
me.

Generator fails and electric oven out? ‘We’ll just cook on the stove. Might take a bit longer, 
but she’ll be right.’ An Induction group of more than 30 of Yiramalay’s ravenous population 
will be out unexpectedly ‘tomorrow’ and need lunch ready by 6:30am? (In my defence, the 
character of Inductions means that we take advantage of opportunities as they arise, but 
still a big ask for catering.) ‘Not a problem.’ And Oz regularly offers to mentor and provide 
experience to any students who are interested in a career in catering. What a legend! 
Thanks Oz. The students and staff of Induction 42 thank you.
Kym Adams, Teacher and Inductuon 42 Leader

Oz, the legend, at Yiramalay


