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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people, and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

NAIDOC Week: Voice. Treaty. Truth. Let’s work together
The central idea of NAIDOC week is about working together and acknowledging the three key elements to the reforms set 
out in the Uluru Statement – Voice, Treaty and Truth.

At the centre of reconciliation is the relationship between all Australians. Reconciliation is about becoming one 
community, not them and us. The first step to building a successful relationship is acceptance based on a foundation of 
truth. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who live each day with the problems will have the greatest knowledge 
and understanding of the reasons for these problems and their possible answers. For example, if you do not have an 
education, reading a simple sentence is almost impossible! Imagine trying to get a job, keep yourself healthy or support 
your family if you never get to finish school. In Australia, the sad truth is that this is the case for many Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. It does not need to be like that. Another truth is that five of seven Closing the Gap targets set by the 
Australian Government have not been met. What a disappointment that nothing much has changed, and another year has 
gone. 

I believe it is time, for all of us as one mob to be courageous and ask the real questions to get to the truth. What can we do 
better? What are we doing well? Why don’t we allow Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to have a say in matters 
that affect them? 

For years now, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have insisted upon the right of access to education. 
Why is education important? Because it is foundational to happy, healthy and successful individuals, communities and 
society as a whole. The problem for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is that the outcomes of Indigenous 
education have been constructed on and measured by non-Indigenous standards. Indigenous educational systems 
nationally paint a familiar picture of failure and despair with high dropout rates and low average achievement of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people as they try to learn within a non-Indigenous educational system. This must be viewed as a 
rejection and system failure.

Many excuses are made. One that saddens me most is to hear, still today, some educators saying Indigenous people are 
less intelligent than non-Indigenous people. That is so far from the truth and is said because not all educational staff 
recognise the full value of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, culture, languages, knowledge systems and skills. 

There is a need for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to have a greater voice to ensure effective policies and 
programs are developed so that real change can occur. To make this happen, Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander people need 
to be empowered and to be part of the decision-making process. A good example of how this can be done is the 
Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School partnership between Bunuba people and Wesley College, Melbourne. This is a partnership 
that respects Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples culture, language and knowledge.

We are all part of the future of reconciliation and all Australians must accept the truth and walk together with courage. 
Creating relationships and developing education partnerships where all cultures are respected, nourished and listened to 
are some important first steps. 
Ned McCord, Executive Director

Term 2 snapshots
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Shared learning
The landscape and country around Yiramalay is truly inspirational – 
whether it is the living waterholes, the gorges, caves or the broad open 
plains. The sky is a spectacular backdrop, from the ever-changing storm 
clouds and lightning displays of the wet in Term 1 to the wide-open skies 
that are now prevalent in the dry in Term 2. And then there is the night 
sky, a vast glittering panorama of the Milky Way. The scape is amazing, 
whether sitting on the deck of the Dining Hall or driving through country 
on the way to Fitzroy Crossing, Broome or an excursion out to country.

This year I accepted a secondment from the Wesley College St Kilda Rd 
Campus to teach numeracy at Yiramalay, a very different environment to 
what I have worked in for many years. I was looking forward to the two-
way learning promoted at Yiramalay where my knowledge and 
understanding of local culture would be enhanced, while I shared my 
knowledge and skills. Last term I joined the Induction 37 group and met 
many of the local Elders and artists, and learned a great deal about 
country and culture. With Bunuba Elder Marilyn I discovered local 
medicine and food. We talked about spirit and history. This shared 
learning is the reason I came to Yiramalay.

Anne Russell, Teacher

It’s a good place
Let me introduce myself. My name is Camillia Rogers, I am from 
Wangkatjungka. I have been working at Yiramalay for five years and 
enjoying working with all the girls. Yiramalay is a great place for young 
people to live, it is a safe place, living out bush and being on country. I 
have several family members who have graduated from here and now 
younger ones are coming through. I am proud to be part of this school, 
which has grown bigger and bigger: everybody wants to come here now. 
It’s a good place.

We enjoy it alot when Induction is here, lots of fun students, meeting 
interesting new people and getting to work with them.

Camillia Rogers, Mentor

Year 12 Formal: a very special night
Every year our Year 12 Yiramalay students at the Glen Waverley Campus get together with  other Wesley Year 12 students 
to celebrate their final year together at the Formal. This year 13 of 16 of our students attended the occasion and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Getting glammed up and socialising with their peers. It was heartening to see the growth 
in students, who joined in the spirit of the occasion, leaving all traces of shyness or diffidence behind. Buoyed by this 
confidence, Yiramalay students afforded a lesson to all at the Formal – that they were better dancers, with one of our stu-
dents winning best male dancer for the evening.

Mojdeh Pleasants from Friends of Yiramalay relished the role of ‘chief stylist’ to the students again this year, taking them 
shopping, arranging alterations and ordering corsages for the girls and boutonnieres for the boys. Students, almost 
unrecognisable, felt confident and looked fantastic in formal wear. 

Thanks to the Friends of Yiramalay for supporting us once again with the formal and especially Mojdeh for taking time to 
help our students with this very special night. Thanks also to Dean Wilson Transport in Broome for the hummer that 
transported them to the event.

Matt Watson, Program Coordinator Melbourne

Year 12 students on their way to the formal

Camillia Rogers, mentor with Kahalia Rogers (OW2016)

Mary Zbierski-West and Anne Russell, Yiramalay teachers
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Give it Up, Keep it Up – Journey to Broome
In Term 1 at Yiramalay the Senior Years Learning Framework (SYLF) students entered a Local Emerging Indigenous Artists/
Songwriters Competition, organised by BRAMS a health organisation in Broome. With support from Yiramalay mentors in 
class, Djapana Band wrote the words and music to a song which reflected the Smoke-Free theme of the competition. The 
SYLF group includes students from the Kimberley, Pilbara and East Arnhem land. The song incorporated lyrics written by 
each one of the students, including the chorus written in Djambarrpuyngu, a language of the Yolgnu people. 

During two sessions in the recording studio at the local Fitzroy Crossing health organisation, the students worked with the 
sound engineer alongside the mentors. Together they created a three-minute polished musical product which earned them 
a place in the finals in Broome planned at the end of May. 

Back at school in Term 2 the group prepared and rehearsed with a change of line-up. They made instruments and created 
props as part of their on-country learning experiences. The students planned and led each other through the challenges of 
preparation for their live performance. They were invited to a private rehearsal workshop with the Musical Development 
Officer for Goolari Media, together with one of the judges. They received relevant feedback and incorporated that into 
their final presentation. 

The group helped each other prepare, discussing last-minute costuming and staging decisions together, as they painted up. 
Their performance opened the evening finals and was a resounding success. The Djapana Band was awarded a special prize 
after impressing the judges and audience alike. In reflections on the experience many of the students noted that they were 
nervous on the night, but were proud to present their culture and were very proud of each other.

Mary Zbierski-West, Teacher

2019 ‘Smarter Than Smoking’ Kimberley Cup
For the last week of Term 2, Yiramalay students successfully participated in the 2019 ‘Smarter Than Smoking’ Kimberley 
Cup in Broome. Students began serious preparations in the weeks leading up to the inter-school carnival, honing their skills 
and building team spirit at our Kimberley site. Induction 39 students were very fortunate to be a part of this lead up and to 
participate in the range of sports on offer across the week.

Teams from schools across the Kimberley came together in Broome to compete in football, soccer, basketball, netball and 
volleyball – and have fun in the four-day tournament. This special experience is one that our students look forward to – an 
opportunity to relax and socialise with their peers and the wider community. It is an occasion for students to build 
relationships with fellow students and staff at the school, as well as engage with other schools and local community groups 
in the Kimberley. The competition is in equal parts fierce and friendly, and culminated with Yiramalay winning Mixed 
Basketball and defending its 2018 Boys AFL win in the grand final – the ultimate highlight!

The display of sportsmanship, teamwork and genuine enjoyment was most notable, as were the team victories and out-
standing individual performances. Congratulations to all student participants and thank you to the staff for organising and 
making it happen.

Marte Ur Loevaas, Kimberley Community Liaisons Officer

2019 ‘Smarter Than Smoking’ Kimberley Cup  snapshots

Snapshots of Djapana Band during the Local Emerging Indigenous Songwriters Competition
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Important dates
24 Jul      Induction Group 40 departs Melbourne   
2 Aug      WA Census Date    
2-5 Aug    2019 GARMA Festival, NT
7 Aug     Dr Deeta Kimber – Kimberley Mental   
  Health and Drug Service 

9-12 Aug  Friends of Yiramalay Tour  
11 Aug   Induction Group 40 Graduation, Yiramalay  
  Open Day and BBQ and Parent/Student   
  catch up at Yiramalay 
12-16 Aug  Student Camp

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.

Induction 39 final reflection
What an incredible time we had on Induction 39! It is a beautiful time of year in the Kimberley with the days hot enough 
for swimming but the evenings nice and cool for cooking marshmallows around the fire pit. The group bonded well, and 
they were lucky enough to be the only group that gets to meet all the Yiramalay students. The Yiramalay students who 
school down in Melbourne joined us at the Kimberley site a week before the Kimberley Cup, spending the whole week so 
we got to know each other and were able to get training in our Kimberley Cup teams. 

We spent some amazing time on country with Ralphie, Sandra, Kaylene, Koharna and Marilyn. The Induction students 
learned how to make damper with Shania and Renisha at the old Homestead, further developed their understanding about 
what life was like for Indigenous people who worked on cattle stations and came to understand the complex social organi-
sation of Indigenous skin groups with Kaylene, Koharna and Marilyn. 

We were lucky enough to make it to Bell Gorge which was an incredible site and will be a lasting memory for me. I am 
also very proud of the students who competed at the Kimberley Cup. This was a fantastic opportunity for the Melbourne 
students to further their connections with the Yiramalay students on the sporting field. What an amazing time we had on 
Induction 39, I am looking forward to the reflection evening where we can look back on all that we learned and the special 
moments we shared.

Tegan Glushenko, Induction Coordinator
Induction Group 39 blog posts
Since arriving in Yiramalay there has been a wonderful feeling of openness 
and welcome. Today’s activities brought significant and important parts of our 
Australian history to the table and allowed for open discussion and sharing 
of knowledge. It was a pleasure to hear from local students about their rich 
culture, multiple languages and traditions. It was also a day of acknowledging 
the impacts of colonisation, and the devastation it has caused for the culture 
and traditions for communities of Indigenous Australians. Watching the film 
Jandamarra, students were able to grasp the brutality and hardship of the 
Aboriginal people at the time colonisation. This important discussion between 
the local and Melbourne students bridges misconceptions and creates an open 
conversation for understanding between these cultures of Australians.

Georgia Smith, Induction 39 

The group began the day with an early wake up at 5.40am to make the start of 
the school day at Bayulu Remote Community School. We learned a lot at the 
school including the background of the school and its historic importance, as 
the school originally operated in a cave. After this, we got to spend some time 
with the local children by joining in with their morning fitness class. Important-
ly, we learned the difference between our primary school experience and their 
schooling experience in the Kimberley. For example, some children as young as 
four years old spend three hours getting to and from school each day. 

After our experience at the school, we headed off to the Mangkaja Arts Re-
source Agency to witness the making of beautiful artworks by traditional elders 
and young aspiring artists. We were taught the meaning of the symbols in each 
artwork, and how different cultural stories are represented through mediums 
such as dot painting or 2D landscape. It was interesting to see that different 
Indigenous land is painted in differing ways and styles. The arts agency is espe-
cially important as it provides people with the resources needed to continue 
their traditional practices which is essential in keeping their culture alive. Not 
only did they express their stories through the canvas artworks, but they also 
design jewellery and clothes, necklaces, bracelets and earrings, tops, pants and 
skirts. Our final destination in Fitzroy was the Women’s Resource Centre where 
we were able to hear from community leaders and how they use fashion as a 
way to connect Melbourne artists and Indigenous artists. They also expressed 
the importance of making a safe space for women in the community who may 
need a safe space.

Lexie Leloudas and Leyla Kenneally, Induction 39 Induction Group 39 snapshots


