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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

2019 has been a busy year!  

There have been so many highlights; as we close the year and look forward to 2020 it is timely to reflect on just a few:
• 15 students graduated this year – our largest group 
• 136 Melbourne-based students learnt alongside our local students across six Inductions
• Yiramalay was recognised with the 2019 Excellence in Indigenous Boarding Award from the Australian Boarding 

Schools Association
• our Years 11 and 12 students made it to the finals of the Local Emerging Indigenous Artist Songwriting Competition 
• 660km and $5260 – the length of the Gibb River Bike Challenge our students rode in, and the amount raised for the 

Royal Flying Doctors Service
• the combined Yiramalay/Wesley boys won the football grand final at the Kimberley Cup for the third year in a row
• the wonderful student performance, Gilandarri, which involved circus and dance under full stage lighting at the 

Kimberley site – a result of our partnership with the National Institute of Circus Arts and Theatre Kimberley
• Yiramalay students taking the lead in organising and running Reconciliation Week ceremonies and activities

Alongside these, have been the brilliant individual successes achieved by our students such as:
• Maxie Coppin and Alison Lockyer – elected Yiramalay Prefects and School Captains
• Kyhona Fraser and Renisha Watts – selected to play football in the Wesley Girls First XVIII team 
• Jayden Landers – completing his Victorian Certificate Education as part of his Advanced course
• Maxie Coppin – recipient of the Chu Family Award for service and leadership in the Learning in Residence, Melbourne 
• Mervyn Warrie – Captain of the winning football team and Most Valuable Player at the Kimberley Cup 
• Corey Aiken, Elizabeth Andrews, Montana Xavier and Lizaria Macale consistently leading Welcome to Country                              

ceremonies for guests to Yiramalay Kimberley 
• Alena Landers – securing a place on the exchange program to France

None of this happens without the enormous efforts of the Yiramalay Steering Committee, Friends of Yiramalay, the 
Yiramalay Foundation and Wesley College council. Not to mention the unwavering dedication of passionate teaching and 
support staff, working hard day in day out to ensure our students flourish. Sincere thanks and appreciation goes to all.

At the Languages Forum held in the Kimberley in August, we appreciated and celebrated the many languages of our 
students and staff in this, the International Year of Indigenous Languages. Language carries the spirit and heart of this 
country. We all benefit from what our students and Aboriginal staff teach, helping us understand our shared history. 
Community partnerships like the one that Wesley College has forged with the Bunuba people shine a light on what is truly 
possible.  

Thank you all for your continued support and all the very best for the festive season.

Felicity Pearson, Deputy Director

Snapshots of the year in Melbourne and Yiramalay
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2019 was a year that saw the program go from strength to strength
Our two prefects, Maxie Coppin and Alison Lockyer, were introduced at the commencement service, signaling the 
beginning of a strong year for our student leaders. Alison and Maxie represented the school at a number of events and set 
the bar high for what we should expect from our Yiramalay student leaders. Their role modelling, support and commitment 
was admirable, and we are all grateful for their leadership this year. 
In Sport, our students had a fantastic year representing the College in boys’ and girls’ AFL, basketball and athletics. The 
students had a ball at the Glen Waverley Senior School House Sports, a real display of their natural abilities. The Kimberley 
Cup was a huge success again with our Boys AFL team winning the Grand Final for the third year in a row. There were also 
wins in the netball and mixed basketball. 

The Year 12 Formal was a magnificent occasion and our students shone brightly as they shared the night with friends and 
staff from Yiramalay and Wesley. The evening is a brilliant representation of two-way learning where students from very 
different cultural backgrounds celebrate, dance and value each other for who they are. The students were dressed 
immaculately and travelled in style all thanks to the support of the Friends of Yiramalay (FoY). A special note to Mojdeh 
Pleasants, who coordinates the whole adventure with ease and boundless enthusiasm. We love you Mojdeh and FoY!

Term 4 is one of emotional highs and lows as we ‘dig in’ with our Year 12 students to get the job done, and share with our 
younger students, some visiting Melbourne for the first time, the wonder of the possibilities ahead. It has been a genuine 
pleasure sharing this experience with our new students and they have demonstrated outstanding commitment to setting 
some goals and establishing very positive behaviours and habits. 

With all the excitement and fun of the afore-mentioned events, and others too numerous to name, we mustn’t forget the 
determination, focus and persistence of the Year 12 students in finishing their Certificate II or VCE. This group have turned 
up day in and day out, overcoming homesickness, negotiating the challenges associated with living a long way from home 
and keeping their eyes on the prize. 

The staff associated with this tremendous program grow and learn every year and I can safely say this group are as good as 
it gets. With enthusiasm, hard work, knowledge and skill, they have developed and delivered an engaging curriculum for 
the students to get stuck into. As a result, we have the biggest group of Year 12 graduates to successfully complete their 
academic studies with Yiramalay, ever! 

Matt Watson, Program Coordinator Melbourne

A skutta year

Listening and talking to Year 12 students who have been working very hard with teachers and mentors, for the last three 
years, makes me realise the many opportunities of growth, hope, happiness, and love they have taken advantage of while 
in the program. Safe spaces, caring for each other as a community and the support of family members and the Wesley 
community, show our students that they are valued and respected. Watching the 15 Year 12 students on stage at Speech 
Night with their families proudly looking on made me realise how far the program has come in its long journey over the 
past nine years, bringing with it change through education.

This year, there were many highlights, one of which was the Yiramalay Indigenous Languages Forum held at Yiramalay 
in Term 3. Seeing lots of communities travel from far and wide for the forum was exciting. I would like to thank the 
Roebourne mob, the NT mob and the mob from Fitzroy Crossing for sharing this experience. Thank you also to Patsy 
Bedford, Chair of the Kimberley Languages Resource Centre and Kevin Oscar, Bunuba Dawangarri Aboriginal Corporation 
and Yiramalay Foundation Chairperson who attended the forum. Another highlight was going to Perth to be part of the 
Aboriginal Languages Teacher Training course with other Bunuba speakers, it was challenging at first to actually learn 
my own mother tongue. Listening to sounds, writing in sentences, storytelling, speaking and learning so much about the 
Bunuba language in one week and sharing the experience with others on the course was very exciting.

I would like to thank all the staff, teachers, mentors, and all our students for their effort and commitment in 2019 – a skutta 
year! Best wishes for the new year.

Kaylene Marr, Yiramalay Cultural and Community Advisor

Snapshots of the year in Melbourne and Yiramalay
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Reflections from Year 10 Yiramalay students
Hey, I’m Kisharni and I’m a Bunuba girl from Fitzroy Crossing. I 
liked Induction 40 and meeting my group then. It was fun making 
new friends and going out on excursions to Windjana Gorge and 
the Old Homestead. I like the Studio School because I like being 
out bush where it’s nice and quiet and peaceful, and I can be 
myself. I enjoy Tim’s maths class because it’s fun and he helps 
me, and sometimes I do it myself without him. I struggle with my 
other classes sometimes, but I get someone to help me when I 
stress out. Marte wants me to go to school every day and Lucy 
helps me getting to bed every night.
Something new I tried here is acting in videos, and I am good at 
it! I also went to Wangki Radio with Rachel and Bella, my 
teachers. We played our favourite songs on-air and spoke about 
why they are special to us. This year I played footy for Muludja Li-
ons because I love my footy so much and next year, I want to play 
for them again. I also want to go to Melbourne, because I want 
to see the place that people talk about and train for football and 
maybe get drafted to the AFL. That will be a challenge for me 
because I love my community here, but I also love the idea of 
playing in the AFL.
Kisharni Wungundin, Induction Year 10
My name is Montisha Lee and I’m from Fitzroy Crossing. I started 
at Yiramalay with Induction 37 in Term 1, 2019. I feel supported 
at the school by my friends, teachers and mentors, and my 
family. Marte has known me from when I was young, and Ralphy 
and Sandra are important people to me. I like it here because I 
get to go horse riding and get to know new people. This year I 
really enjoyed going to Broome Camp; I liked the archery. It was 
my first time and it was so much fun! I have struggled with my 
Maths work, but I have to give it a go. Tim has helped me with 
some things, and I have tried hard.
I have changed a little with my attitude since I came to Yiramalay. 
I jumped out of my shell and have felt free. My favourite thing 
this year was going to Brooking Spring with Marilyn; it was 
beautiful. When the Induction groups are here, I show them 
companionship, and the skills that my grandmother taught me 
growing up: fishing, camping out and bush tucker. In the holiday 
break I hope to go fishing and hunting. It’s a good time to go 
because it is hot, and it is better than staying at home. There are 
plenty, plenty, plenty of fish, goanna, turkey and wild pig. I am 
looking forward to 2020 when I hope to have new experiences. 
My aim is to go to class every day and not miss out, so that I 
can go to Melbourne to check it out. I have heard there are four 
seasons in one day!
Montisha Lee, Induction Year 10

I come from Broome in Western Australia and started at 
Yiramalay in 2019 in Term 2 and came to Melbourne in Term 4. 
I went on Induction 39. It was probably the best induction, 
everyone was friendly and everyone got along really well. It was 
an overall great experience and I made heaps of friends who I 
see now while in Melbourne.

In Melbourne this term, I went to Camp Mallana with the 
Yiramalay students. My highlights were learning how to stand-up 
and paddle board and getting to experience the Victorian bush 
compared to the Western Australian bush. Yiramalay has been 
much better than expected, and I’ve received more support 
than I anticipated. Everyone was so friendly, both students and 
teachers. There was a lot more people that I already knew that 
I didn’t realise I would see in Melbourne. I didn’t expect to be 
coming down to Melbourne so soon but I am happy to be here 
this year.

Hiki-Lee Kinley, Year 10

Kisharani Wungundin (right) dissecting a cane toad

Monisha Lee (far right) with Induction 37 students

Hiki-Lee Kinley (second from the right) enjoying time with friends
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Important dates
28 Jan  Pick up students travelling to Melbourne
29 Jan  Term 1 Melbourne students fly to Melbourne
30 Jan  Term 1 Classes commence Melbourne 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.

Yiramalay Reflection
There have been many changes in the past few years at the Yiramalay site; many new buildings such as the new dining hall, 
refurbishments of dongas, student accommodation, tents and the Learning Centre, painting of buildings and a stronger 
curriculum. The school is growing and consolidating. While all this has been happening the one constant has been the 
commitment of so many people to the success of the school. In a remote setting staff work closely together, spend a lot of 
time with each other and rely on each other almost completely. The knowledge that our colleagues are looking out for us 
allows us to work with confidence. 
Apart from the many people and organisations in the Kimberley, there are dedicated staff who work at the Glen 
Waverley campus of the school, supporting students there as well as all of us here in the Kimberley. Throughout the 
College, from Finance, Facilities, Marketing, HR and others, to the Steering Committee and the College Council, all 
contribute to thedevelopment of the school. 
It has been a pleasure to work with such dedicated people. Thank you all.

Tim Johnstone, Yiramalay Teacher

The journey of learning we take on this country
As one colleague said to me, ‘At Yiramalay the thing you learn the most about is yourself.’ This reflects an understanding 
of living and working with the program; the happenings; and the spirited souls that make up the Yiramalay community. In 
quieter moments I look up and trace irregular shapes across the horizontal line in the landscape. Bulbous boab trees and 
the top of the Devonian Reef; a clutch of pandanus palms at Yiramalay Spring; or the hazy blue of the King Leopold Ranges 
(Millawindi as Marilyn reminds me) from the deck of the dining room. That line is full of twists and turns, following the arcs 
and spikes. In my mind’s eye that is the journey of learning we take on this country. 
One unexpected and delightful journey of learning occurred for me earlier this year when family members from Gapuwiyak 
visited for the Languages Forum. Late Sunday morning I wandered between the student houses and came upon a site of 
great industry. Community members were in various stages of dyeing and weaving pandanus, preparing fibres for 
basketmaking. ‘Wait, wait what are you doing?’ I called out, reaching for my camera. No formal intro, no step-by-step 
instructions, no measurements taken, just the get-on-with-it school of inspiration. I followed along in the process, happily 
trying to gather what I could. 
At times it seems we are in a time warp – so much can happen in one day. I trust we have the time to digest the moving 
line of learning that makes up the history and ongoing community life in Yiramalay.
Mary Zbierski-West, Yiramalay Teacher
Thank You
The dynamic and supportive relationship between Wesley College and the Fitzroy Valley community continues to drive the 
growth and development of the Studio School. Both demonstrate resolute commitment to the vision of the Studio School 
and to the promotion of cross-cultural learning across Australia, and the preservation of Indigenous language and culture. 
This pioneering cross-cultural education program is supported by the Yiramalay Foundation. It is the job of the Foundation 
to connect with funders, donors and others in our community who share the school’s values and vision of bringing about 
positive change to Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children and the families who participate. 
While the generosity of individual donors and volunteers from within the Wesley community and beyond are too numerous 
to mention here, it does require acknowledgment. Exceptional support from government, philanthropic foundations and 
corporate sponsorship is inspiring as the Studio School continues in its journey of bringing change through education. 
Our sincere thanks and best wishes for the Festive Season to all our supporters and donors.
Dawn Anderson, Yiramalay Foundation

Images of Tim Johnstone and Mary Zbierski-West at Yiramalay

01 Feb   Term 1 Kimberley students pick up
02 Feb   Kimberley student orientation
03 Feb   Classes commence Kimberley


