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Important information: Coronavirus (COVID-19) update - Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School and Yiramalay Induction
There have been no confirmed COVID-19 cases in the Fitzroy Valley, however, we are aware that travel may become more
restricted over the coming weeks and are moving to end early the induction program currently at the Studio School.
Yiramalay staff will be in contact with families with more detail later this week.
Students of the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School currently in Learning in Residence will return home early this week. Learning
in Residence will continue for all other students at this stage.
Principal’s welcome
It is my pleasure, somewhat belatedly, to welcome parents
to the Yiramalay/ Wesley Studio School for 2020. I would
particularly like to welcome all new families to the school.
I hope your association is a long and successful one.
The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is in its 10th year
of operation, having opened its doors in Term 3 of 2010.
There will be celebrations planned for its anniversary
next year, as it was officially opened in May 2011. Such an
anniversary often provokes a degree of introspection and
re-examination. This is as it should be. Any school can and
should change over time, as the needs and wants of its
community and its students mature and develop.
Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School should be no different.

Alena Landers congratulated by
Nick Evans at the Glen Waverley
Commencement Service

Lizaria Macale congratulated by Felicity Pearson and
Kaylene Marr at the Glen Waverley Commencement
Service

What does not change is the importance of relationships
within any school. It is the quality of the human
interactions which define a school’s success more than any
other. In my brief time as Principal of Yiramalay/Wesley, it
is the depth of relationships, across languages and
cultures, that is the most stunning feature of the school.
I trust this is the case again in 2020.
Nick Evans, Principal

Student and staff starting the year at the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School in the
Kimberley

In This Together
A warm welcome back to everyone in the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School community for the start of the school year – our
10th year of operation. 2020 promises to be an exciting one filled with wonderful opportunities for our students. We have
new experiences planned such as Culture Art Camp in collaboration with Change Angels, and a tour to the Barunga Festival,
along with our continued participation in Wesley Sport, Kimberley Cup and the Wesley USA Basketball Tour. We have been
proud to begin the year by inducting our 2020 Yiramalay Prefects – Alena Landers and Lizaria Macale into their roles as
School Captains, and have welcomed new staff joining the program:
Ayla Pearson – Residential Mentor
Monique Fewkes – Head of Teaching and Learning
Renae Carmichael – Teacher
Neil Morison – Student Wellbeing Coordinator (acting)
Fiona Mackenzie – Teacher
Colin Addison – Onsite Manager
Leonie Starnawski – Teacher
Sam Petera – Residential Mentor
Suellen Bambrick – Teacher
Tim Ismaili – Residential Mentor
The theme for National Reconciliation Week this year is: In This Together. What an appropriate place to begin our thinking
and journey this year. Deeply considering the part we collectively play in building relationships and communities that value
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories and cultures, is key to understanding the important partnership
Wesley College has with Bunuba people. When we come together to build mutual respect and understanding, we shape
a better future and begin the important work of bringing about positive change through education, as the vision of the
school simply states. On a personal note, thankyou to everyone in the community for your support and best wishes as I
have stepped into the role of acting Director. I look forward to contributing my very best to the further growth and
development of the school as the year unfolds.
Felicity Pearson, Director (acting)
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as
owners of this land where we stand.
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Staff and students working on the vegie patch

Felicity Byres with students

Felicity Pearson awarding certificates to students

A great start to Term 1
The Kimberley campus is looking fresh with over 200 millilitres of rain over the last few days and to compliment the green
surroundings our buildings have had some work over the Christmas break. Milnggi Big Tent has had glass doors and
air-conditioning installed, making a very relaxing area for the students to hang out during recess and lunch. Biliga Mayaru
Learning Centre has been overhauled with new carpet, computer benches and two new TVs. The students can use the TVs
for playing video games and watching Foxtel after school and on weekends, outside on the deck we have a pool table which
converts to an air hockey table, as well as a ping pong table. This has created lovely teenage spaces for the students to
engage in recreational activities and complimenting our full range of on counrty activities on offer.
During community project time, the students have painted a four square court, designed a BMX track and cleaned out the
vegie patch ready for a new crop. The afternoon activities have been well attended with footy training, the making and
painting of coffee tables.
Our fortnightly mob meetings have seen performances by both staff and students as well as Bunuba, Yolgnu and
Yindjibarndi language lessons. Our first award winners for Term 1 were Shakaya, Samuel, Mathius, Vyron and Cherrese.
Felicity Byres, Deputy Director (Head of Program) Kimberley

Yiramalay students and staff in Melbourne

Year 12 students at the Friends of Yiramalay movie fundraiser

There is so much to take in
The beginning of a school year is an exciting time, particularly when you’re a student in the Yiramalay program coming to
Melbourne for the first time. Anticipation of the unknown and nervous curiosity abound. There is so much to take in. A new
campus, BIG city, so many new faces and of course Melbourne’s famous weather. If I had to choose three words that
characterise this group of 22 students who started 2020 in Melbourne, many but not all for the first time, they would be
these.
Courage: To trust their instincts, follow their dream and take steps toward a future that is full of promise.
Honesty: To communicate so openly and respectfully with everyone they come into contact with and share their thoughts
and feelings as we work together, day in and day out on this pathway.
Persistence: As a group there has never been a greater collective effort focussing on participation and engagement,
attendance, uniform and genuine enthusiasm to embrace the learning associated with living and learning through this
program in Melbourne.
In a short time, the students have experienced so much and we are extremely proud of the way they have represented
themselves and their families. Some highlights include
•

Year 12 students’ attendance at the Friends of Yiramalay movie fundraiser night; what an overwhelming show of
support!
• Alena Landers and Lizaria Macale being inducted as Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School prefects and Yiramalay School
Captains, including their attendance at the College Prefects Dinner.
• Five out of eleven elected LiR Residence captains are Yiramalay students in Term 1.
Thanks everyone for your continued support of our students.
Matt Watson, Deputy Director (Head of Program) Melbourne
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Until next time
Yiramalay has come a long way since I started in early 2012 and I am
incredibly blessed to have been part of its journey. When I started as a young
Norwegian I had no idea what outback Australia had to offer and the
challenges of remote living.
What amazed me most about the Fitzroy Valley was how eventually the local
community got together to support the alternative school. The feeling when
you get to town and people sing out, ‘Ey Yiramalay mob, I’ve got a nephew
that needs to go out there - good school that Yiramalay’, - what a feeling that
is, it confirms we were doing the right thing.

Marilyn Oscar, Mona Oscar and Marte Ur Loevaas at
Yiramalay

The connection that I have built with the people in the Kimberley is more then I could ever ask for. The Kimberley will
always be my third (first Norway, then my partner’s farm) home! I have learned so much about Aboriginal culture, history
and the cattle industry - and had experiences no one could ever buy. There has been so many farewells and so many tears;
Yiramalay is not an easy place to leave - but there is no doubt that we will come back.
I just want to thank all the locals, staff and of course Ned and Helen for giving me a chance to be part of the Yiramalay
journey. The school is making a difference and I have always said it is one step closer to reconciliation.
Yiramalay: THANK YOU! Until next time - BUSH LOVE. If any of you ever come to Norway please visit us, our home is
always open.
Marte Ur Loevaas, past Community Engagement Officer

Yiramalay Term 1 snapshots

A love for the beautiful country and people who call it home
My name is Toby and I am the new Community Engagement Officer.
I have had a long running relationship with Yiramalay, starting in 2014 as a mentor based in Melbourne. At that time, I was
lucky enough to regularly travel to the Kimberley and soon developed a love for the beautiful country and people who call
it home. With a background in residential care and social justice, I left Yiramalay to major in Indigenous Studies at Monash
University. I am passionate about Indigenous education, especially the impact of pastoral support and community
engagement to effectively enhance the education of young Indigenous people.
Throughout my time at Yiramalay, Marte Ur Lovaas mentored me, demonstrating the caring, humorous and calm nature
needed to thrive in this remote setting. These qualities saw her welcomed into communities she engaged with and
together with diligence and perseverance, it provided the trusting environment that underpinned her successful
community engagement.
I am fortunate to have been offered the Community Engagement position at the start of this year and feel that the Marte
mentoring, along with my passion for Indigenous education, made me the ideal candidate for the role. I have been
overwhelmed by the support from Yiramalay and its many communities, it almost feels as though I have picked up right
where I left off. I am so happy to be back in my second home and be surrounded by amazing friends, families and staff.
I look forward to a great year at Yiramalay in 2020!
While the Yiramalay community is saddened by Marte’s departure, we are all happy that she and her equally amazing
partner Nic are looking forward to building a future together in Norway.
Toby Tracy, Community Engagement Officer
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First impressions
Yiramalay is a long way from home for some of the new pre-induction students.
We come from as close as Wangkatjungka, 157 km away and as far as Alice
Springs, Karratha and Halls Creek. When we were driving in from the highway,
we thought it took forever to get to Yiramalay. We drove past the beautiful rocks
which we found out was part of the Devonian Reef. There were cows, horses
and wild pigs. The road was rough with creeks to cross and slippery mud.
The school looked smaller than we thought it would be, just like a small
community. The school is spread out with green grass and trees all around. The
classrooms are different to normal classrooms. There are two main classes and
the big tent which can also be used for class. The class sizes are small which is
great for teachers and mentors to help everyone.
The Yiramalay Spring is a 10 - 15 minute walk away, and once we were welcomed Induction students Shav-vani, Tohneya, Jasminda, Seaniby Marilyn, Kaylene and Denise, the Bunuba traditional owners, we could swim quah, Haylie and Tanika at Yiramalay.
there. We have also been horse riding with Ralphie and been to Leonard River
to swim and fish.
The Melbourne induction students have arrived in Broome and we are waiting
for the floods to go down for them to travel to Yiramalay so Induction 43 can
begin.
Shav-vani, Tohneya, Jasminda, Seaniquah, Haylie and Tanika, Induction 43
Back on country
This term began with a Mob Meeting with all staff and students. Everyone was
introduced to each other. All students are now wearing their uniform everyday
and the dorms are locked till school is finished. This is the same as the
Melbourne Mob which should make it easier when we go to school at Glen
Waverley.
The weather has been warm and sunny except for last week when we had rain
for five days. The Spring and 6 Mile is now flowing freely, and is lovely and cool
to swim in. The SYLF class has been working on their Certificate 11 and were
able to go on an excursion to Jalangurru Mayi Café in Fitzroy Crossing. We learnt
about setting up a café, taking orders and how the kitchen operates. We also got
to order healthy food and fresh juice. On February 18, I flew to Melbourne to
attend the Prefect Dinner and Commencement Ceremony. The Commencement
Ceremony made me very proud to attend with Alena Landers, my co-prefect
for Yiramalay. The dinner and ceremony were new experiences for me and an
exciting start to Year 12.
Lizaria Macale, Year 12 Yiramalay Prefect and School Captain
Student reflection

Harrison Oscar, Felicity Pearson, Alena Landers, Lazaria
Macale, Kaylene Marr and Selina Middleton at Glen
Waverley Commencement Service

Niniesha and friends exploring the city in Melbourne

My name is Niniesha and I’m from Roebourne. I started in Yiramalay in 2018.
When I got to Melbourne this year I was very excited at first but there were
times I seemed to struggle, worry and think about home. Being in Melbourne
was one of my biggest achievements and I am so grateful that I have this chance
to be at such a good school and have so many amazing opportunities. Being in
Melbourne means I can also work on my goals and focus on what’s best for me.
I knew when I first started at Yiramalay I would have to work my way to getting
to Melbourne and I’m actually very proud of myself - I mean I came this far!
I want to make the most of it while I’m here, trying new things and seeing so
many different places.
Niniesha Norman, Year 10 Senior Years Preparation Program
Important dates
20 March
Induction 43 graduation
20 Mar		
Classes finish (Kimberley and Melbourne)
23 Mar		
End of Term 1 (Yiramalay Melbourne students)
27 Mar		
Student and staff drop off and travel
5 Apr		
Vic daylight savings ends
10-14 Apr
Easter
14 Apr 		
LiR Opens
14 Apr		
Pick up students traveling to Melbourne

Niniesha trying boxing at a local gym in Melbourne

14 Apr		
15 Apr		
		
15 Apr		
		
16 Apr		
16 Apr		
17 Apr		

Kimberley staff fly
Pick up Kimberley students and travel to
Yiramalay
Start of Term 2 (Wesley College and
Yiramalay Melbourne students)
Classes commence (Melbourne)
Student Orientation (Kimberley)
Classes commence (Kimberley)

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.
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