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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

Yiramalay Indigenous Languages Forum

A significant milestone event in the story of Yiramalay took place at the school on August 29 and 30 last term. To celebrate 
this International Year of Indigenous Languages, and to bring voice to the driving force in the creation of Yiramalay - the 
critical role of education in sustaining language and culture - a landmark Indigenous Languages Forum took place. 140 
people attended, including speakers of 48 Aboriginal languages, from local communities across WA, NY, NSW and Vic - 
specifically from Fitzroy Crossing, Mulujda, One Arm Point, Broome, Derby, Roebourne, Perth, Gapuwiyak, Sydney and 
Melbourne. Wesley’s new Principal, Mr Nick Evans, was very warmly welcomed, and introduced to the Bunuba community 
for the first time.

Keynote presentations at the Forum included
• Global Context in UN International Year of Indigenous Languages, by Professor Joseph Lo Bianco AM, University of 

Melbourne
• Implications for Bunuba and Yiramalay, by Patsy Bedford Bunuba Elder and Chair Kimberley Languages Resource Centre
• Giving Language Power – student perspectives from other Indigenous Schools, by Kate Reitzenstein Languages Coordi-

nator, AISWA
• Indigenous language examples from other schools by Alison Wunungmarra Gapuwiyak NT and Anita Bedford, Fitzroy 

Crossing WA
• The Yiramalay Languages Position paper 2019 by Isaac Quist, Deputy Director of the Wesley College Institute
• Other key memorable highlights included a workshop on Aboriginal kinship and skin groups, pre-release screening of 

the film In My Blood It Runs followed by an outstanding Yiramalay Student Q&A panel.

Throughout the Forum, engagement of families and community groups was very strong, with clear affirmation of
Yiramalay’s vision for language learning in the Studio School curriculum, and in creating a setting where community groups 
are able to share problems and challenges.

Speaking at the forum, Patsy Bedford, Chair of the Kimberley Language Resource Centre, linguist, language teacher and 
Bunuba woman, said, ‘language is at the core, it is the foundation of who we are as people. Learning one’s mother tongue 
carries language forward and makes it stronger for future generations. My language comes from my heart, it beats in my 
body like a life force… The country is our first teacher, and our language is how we can hear and speak with the country.  
Here at Yiramalay, English alongside Bunuba are seen as equally important. When we talk about a language curriculum 
today, we are talking about waking up the land and all the knowledge that is within it. I feel very proud that we are on a 
journey to recognise this in the curriculum of Yiramalay.’

Also speaking at the forum, Dr Joseph Lo Bianco, Professor of Language and Literacy Education at the Melbourne Graduate 
School of Education at the University of Melbourne, said ‘one of the key strategies to protect and cultivate endangered 
languages is to use children’s mother tongue as the language for schooling.’

Kate Reitzenstein, Languages Consultant at the Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia, shared many 
practical ideas about how to support mother tongue learning in the curriculum to revitalise Indigenous languages in 
schools.

Dr Helen Drennen AM, Chair Yiramalay Languages Working Group

Images from the Yiramalay Indigenous Languages Forum
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2019 Friends of Yiramalay (FoY) tour 

Twenty-three parents from Wesley’s Glen Waverly and St Kilda Road campuses joined the 2019 Friends of Yiramalay (FoY) 
tour of the Kimberley to visit the Studio School in an incredible four-day road trip that surprised, delighted and challenged us. 
Bunuba elder Joe Ross was an incredible guide with so much knowledge about the history of the Kimberley and 
contemporary issues facing Aboriginal people. He was funny, occasionally irreverent, but at all times open and willing to 
share with us stories of the community, land and culture. After arriving in Fitzroy Crossing, we joined local spectators at the 
football grand final and cheered the teams as they ran through their banners. We were impressed to hear that one of the 
teams and their supporters had travelled over five hours to attend the game.

Later, we were joined on the bus by Dr Helen Drennen who shared her passion, knowledge and insights into education in the 
Kimberley and the inception of the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School. We finished the day with a sunset tour of Danggu (Geike 
Gorge) a site of cultural significance to the Bunuba people.

The following day, we travelled to Yiramalay where we watched the graduation ceremony of Induction Group 40. A number 
of Wesley parents in our group saw their own children graduate, which was special for all involved. In the afternoon we were 
welcomed to country by traditional elders at the local waterhole before enjoying a relaxing swim.

A highlight of the tour was the opportunity to sit on the verandah of 
the dining hall and talk to the students about their stories, aspirations, 
and experiences at Yiramalay. We were blown away by the willingness 
of the students to share with us and make us feel so welcome. After 
spending the night at the school, we returned to Broome, stopping 
along the way to visit the significant cultural sites Tunnel Creek and 
Windjana Gorge.

All the participants agreed the tour was an incredible, once-in-a-life- 
time experience. Many thanks to FoY co-founders and tour organisers 
Romy and Georgie, Dawn Anderson, Dr Drennan and Joe Ross, as well 
as Ned McCord and the Yiramalay students and staff for hosting us 
with such warmth and openness. 
Lenore Matthews, on behalf of the FoY 2019 tour group Georgie Raik-Allen, Helen Drennen, Romy Moshinsky and Joe Ross at the 

Studio School.

2019 Friends of Yiramalay Tour group

Joe Ross with tour participants 
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I feel very proud of my achivements

I am having a gap year this year and doing some retail work in Wanka-
junka to save up money and spend time with my family.

After I completed school in 2016 I did a sports development course 
in Melbourne and found it challenging, I did not enjoy it. The follow-
ing year I did a child care course also in Melbourne which I enjoyed 
and hope to move into an education support course in 2020. I have 
also been involved with Jira Models this year and did some modeling 
at the Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair and also in Fitzroy Crossing. I have 
been offered more modelling work in Melbourne next year and a pos-
sible traineeship with an Indigenous organisation. At the moment I 
am enjoying being home with family and catching up with friends.

Yiramalay opened up many opportunities and experiences for me, 
and supported me over the past three years while I work out what 
I want to do with my future, becoming my second family. I feel very 
proud of my achievements so far and I am looking forward to return-
ing to Melbourne next year.

Khalia Rogers (OW2016)

This gap year is helping me decide

I finished school last year and have been working as a mentor 
at the Studio School this year.

I don’t have a plan about what I want to do in the future but 
this gap year is helping me decide. I would like to get a job in 
sports and recreation next year and maybe study at the same 
time. The best thing I learnt at Yiramalay was how to  work 
in teams and also how to work independently of others. It 
has been fun but also stressful at times for me as a Yiramalay 
student and also as a mentor working at the Studio School. I 
am looking forward to returning in Term 4 and am also excited 
about next year.

Angie Gumana (OW2018)

Helped me develop into the person I am today

My name is Brigalow McIntosh and I graduated from the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School program in 2018. I am currently 
studying a Bachelor of Arts Extended at the University of Melbourne. I currently attend Queen’s College, a residential col-
lege in Parkville.

Yiramalay helped me greatly throughout high school supporting me and encouraging me to use my full potential in my edu-
cation with the VCE program. The mentors at Yiramalay were a great help in assisting me and I can say happily that they are 
a big reason for me being where I am now. I plan on finishing my degree and getting a job.

Through university I have been able to get an internship with BP over the winter break where I will be gaining valuable 
experience in the human resource sector of the corporate workforce. Yiramalay for me was an experience of many ups and 
downs although through it all I can say that the program has helped me develop into the person I am today and I wouldn’t 
trade the valuable experiences it gave me for anything. For current and potential Yiramalay students I ask you to make the 
most of the journey you are undertaking and to always strive for excellence in your education.

Briggs McIntosh (OW2018)

Reflection

Over the past two years after leaving school I have been stu- 
ding games design at RMIT and have been enjoying my time 
Melbourne. I have also been doing volunteer work at Yirama- 
lay in Melbourne and Ngarara Willim Centre at RMIT which 
keeps me very busy. At the Ngarara Willim Centre I support 
and mentor other new Indigenous students who start at RMIT.

Reflecting on my time with Yiramalay makes me think of the 
amazing experiences I have had and shared with others during 
my three years at the school. The on country learning espe-
cially has taught me about my own culture and the history of 
my people and that has been both challenging and exciting.

Torey Brooking (OW2017)

Khalia Rogers with Year 11 student Khyona Yakai

Torey Brooking at Ngarara Willim 
Centre at RMIT

Briggs McIntosh at Melbourne Uni

Angie Gumana with Year 12 student 
Teneisha Forbes
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Important dates
 
14 Oct   GW Speech Night  
21 Oct   Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 

31 Oct   Induction Group 42 Graduation & BBQ for  
  local parents (YI) 
03 Nov    Induction Group 42 return to Melbourne 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.

Each day is another beautiful day

One of the many strengths of Induction Group 41 was their ability to balance having fun with showing respect for the 
Bunuba people, the land and the culture. It made for great group dynamics with a mutual sense of trust and confidence in 
each other as we shared the learning journey. It is a very powerful experience to hear stories and see ancient art on 
country, in the amazing environment that is the Kimberley. I am delighted to say that the Induction students made the 
most of the fantastic opportunities they had to learn and grow, to understand and to relate.

Highlights included having the mentors, Ralphie and Marilyn, gently introduce us to the significance of land, language 
and family relationships. It was hot, but the students made the most of the opportunity to learn and absorb the generous 
sharing taking place. Painting boab nuts was another highlight of the afternoon electives, and some of the dance moves at 
the disco inspired bursts of delighted appreciation. Visits to art galleries are so valuable, not just in terms of preserving and 
promoting culture, they also develop skills and self-esteem, and build the financial capacity of the community.

The Induction students are given opportunities to complete written reflections addressing the many experiences and 
artistic insights that come with the Induction journey. Each day is another beautiful day of learning through immersion, 
action and reflection, and once again days full of heart-warming fun and friendship. The students have quickly grown into a 
cohesive, caring and wonderful team, who leave the Kimberley with a greater understanding of the oldest living culture in 
the world.

Rev Graham Bartley, Induction Group 41 leader

Induction 41 images

Induction 41 reflections

Throughout the second day of the language conference we 
took part in a series of sessions through which the elders of 
Bunuba country explained the importance of learning 
traditional language. We learnt about the vitality of language 
in education and its connection to the land and culture. We 
heard three year old Ava singing ‘head, shoulders, knees and 
toes’ in Bunuba and her grandmother, Patsy, taught us the 
names of the wind and dances that went along with them.

For the closing ceremony, a group of Northern Territory boys 
and two boys from our induction group performed a 
traditional dance. After that an artist, Mervyn Street, told
us his life story and demonstrated some of his renowned 
painting techniques. To conclude a great day we went to the 
spring for a swim and watched the sunset as we walked back 
to campus.

Niali Oliver and Luella Geer, Year 10

Over a week into the program there have been so memories 
that I’ve collected. Today we had the Aboriginal Languages 
Forum, which has been a highlight. Hearing about how much 
heart and culture is poured into each word is incredibly 
moving.

The thing that has really stuck out to me is the level of 
harmony in the way nature works when it is treated and 
related to with the Bunuba mindset. How every single plant 
and animal can carry hundreds of purposes, how perfectly all 
the cycles of living things join like a million-piece jigsaw. We 
tend to talk a lot about how much humans are an inherent 
problem for the planet but what we have been able to take 
away from this experience is that it’s about the perspective 
you have on the environment. It breathes and lives just like 
us and when you treat it as a part of you, you’re immediately 
able to see how beautiful, intricate and perfect it is.

A highlight of Induction 41 has been going on the river 
cruise at Geikie Gorge (Danggu) where we learned a lot about 
bush medicine.

Tove Gomes-Mcconnell and Aisha (Ray) Aly, Year 10


