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Principal’s welcome

As the Acting Principal for the first half of 2019, it is my pleasure to welcome students and staff to the Studio School and/
or the Glen Waverley campus of Wesley College. The College theme this year is Change and Continuity. I am sure many 
students can relate to the reality of both change and new challenges, and hope that returning students feel somewhat 
comforted by the routines of life as a Yiramalay student.

There is always excitement at the start of any year, as the year is full of promise and opportunities. So much learning takes 
place when students are in a residential setting. The key to achieving success, in its many forms, is communication and 
teamwork. The staff at Yiramalay, on campus at Glen Waverley and Learning in Residence are always keen to support stu-
dents as they learn in and out of the classroom.

I sincerely hope the students have had a positive start to 2019. I encourage all Yiramalay students to ‘Dare to be Wise’ and 
embrace all opportunities available at Yiramalay and across the many sites of Wesley. I wish everyone well for the year and 
hope to see you all at one or more of our events during 2019.

Richard Brenker, Acting Principal

We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people, and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

Welcome to our first newsletter for 2019

For Yiramalay, 2019 will continue to see Bunuba and Wesley College working together to provide learning experiences 
through hands on education. For our Kimberley and Melbourne students, spending time in each other’s ‘place’ provides 
considerable scope for learning well beyond what more structured, classroom-based learning offers. It is important that all 
students and staff understand Aboriginal history, language, culture and way of doing. This is why the Yiramalay program is 
dedicated to two-way learning and the sharing of knowledge. In our program it is important for non-Aboriginal people to 
also share a part of themselves rather than just the other way around. The support and commitment from both commu-
nities is a major strength of the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School partnership, which has the common goal of providing the 
best possible education for young people.

There have been some tremendous highlights during Term 1 for students in the Yiramalay program in both the Kimberley 
and Melbourne. Some of them include:

• Five Yiramalay students elected as Residence Captains in LiR, Melbourne. 
• All students attended ABSA Student Leadership Forum at Scotch College. 
• Two Yiramalay Prefects were inducted at Glen Waverley Commencement Service at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
• A Year 12 student from Gapuwiyak Community has been asked to dance in the Hip Hop Crew at the NBL Finals 
• Year 11 students at Yiramalay have been involved with Fitzroy Valley Youth Engagement Strategy – Youth Consulta-

tion focus group (run by NOUS). The NOUS group coordinator commented that they were the best students they had 
worked with and the most engaged and their contribution was awesome.

• Presenting on the local Fitzroy Crossing on FM radio station, ‘Wangki Radio’. 
I hope 2019 year is a great year for all and I look forward to seeing you at Yiramalay during the year. I hope you can find the 
time to attend some of the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School celebrations held throughout the year.

Ned Mc Cord, Executive Director

Term 1 images from Glen Waverley and the Kimberley
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Gibb Challenge 2019

Yiramalay has participated in the Gibb Challenge since 2017 and planning for the 2019 660km bike ride has started. We are 
getting ready to start training in extreme heat. The challenge brings the local Kimberley community together with others 
from across Australia in an event that raises awareness and funds for the Royal Flying Doctors Service (RFDS). Here in 
Western Australia we are challenged by our geography, all 2.6 million square kilometres of it. Did you know that WA is the 
most remote health jurisdiction in the world? To give you some perspective, the size of the Kimberley is three times bigger 
than the UK! We love Yiramalay because it is remote and out bush, but we are dependent on the RFDS. 

In previous years we have focused on the training, health, building resilience and teamwork aspects of this challenge, but 
it is time to put a lot  effort into fundraising to support the cost of participation in the Gibb Challege, and more importantly 
the RFDS. We want to involve the whole community including, Yiramalay, Wesley College and the Fitzroy Valley. Together, 
I believe we can raise more than previous years, so share this story with your friends and go to our Yiramalay takes on the 
Gibb Challenge blog to donate whatever you can. You may not be able to ride 660km with us, but you can support us 
financially and by spreading the Yiramalay story. 

I am proud to be part of this event, and I am proud that Yiramalay is once again participating with TWO TEAMS!!! You should 
be proud too – we are making a difference, it might be small but we are trying – that is all that matters. Bush Love from the 
Yiramalay Gibbsters. For more information on how to donate go to our Yiramalay takes on the Gibb Challenge blog

Marte Ur Lovaas, Kimberley Community Liasions Officer

What a small world!

Prior to commencing at Wesley College, I held the position of 
Director of Boarding at John Paul College near Brisbane. John Paul 
College is an independent, coeducational day and boarding school 
with over 2500 students and a diversity of boarders including 
Indigenous, rural, local and international students. I am deeply 
passionate about the learning experiences and educational 
opportunities residential programs can provide to students. I was 
a boarder myself and grew up on a farm in northern NSW. I live on 
campus with my wife, Diana, a Clinical Psychologist who works with 
children and young people at Eastern Health. She was also a boarder 
at St Peter’s in Brisbane. As well as working at Learning in Residence 
in Melbourne, I also teach PE in the Senior School. 

My journey at Wesley College started with a trip to Yiramalay. 
The experience helped me in many ways, and I was grateful for 
the opportunity to spend time learning from both students and 
staff. My highlights were horse riding with Wiley and Brendan, and 
meeting families of students with Marte in Fitzroy Crossing. Now in 
Melbourne, I am excited to be learning Yolngu Matha and to have 
realised some of our Gapuwiyak students are related to the 
Gapuwiyak students from my previous school — what a small world!

In the short time I have been at Wesley College it has been 
immediately obvious that Learning in Residence offers major 
positive points of difference from traditional residential programs. 
The energy, positive student relationships and interactions, and the 
level of care for students exhibited by the staff has been 
exceptional. 

I am looking forward to leading the program as it grows and 
matures, and also continuing to learn from our diverse student 
population. 

Sean Cox, Head of Learning in Residence and Teacher

Images from the 2018 Gibb Challenge

Sean Cox  with Declan Ryan (top) and meeting Kimberley families (bottom)

https://sites.google.com/s/1o9QvhZP_EKHRx0QeyQx26For8HbJ2Ot9/p/1O8xaJs8aJDaKrsujsbY6a4uJmNneYdwI/edit?authuser=1
https://sites.google.com/s/1o9QvhZP_EKHRx0QeyQx26For8HbJ2Ot9/p/1O8xaJs8aJDaKrsujsbY6a4uJmNneYdwI/edit?authuser=1
https://sites.google.com/s/1o9QvhZP_EKHRx0QeyQx26For8HbJ2Ot9/p/1O8xaJs8aJDaKrsujsbY6a4uJmNneYdwI/edit?authuser=1
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These experiences have been life changing

In 2012 I became involved in Yiramalay as a student. This 
incredible learning experience inspired me to come back and 
volunteer six years later. 

While volunteering at Yiramalay in 2018, I had the 
opportunity to participate in the opening of the new student 
accommodation as well as take part in the first AFL women’s 
competition in Fitzroy Crossing. Students and staff had the 
opportunity to play with teams from surrounding 
communities. I was lucky enough to be able to visit some 
incredible sites including the Bunuba Ranges at Windjana 
Gorge as well as listen to and learn stories told by both the 
students and elders. These experiences have been life 
changing and will stay with me forever. 

Hannah Singleton, (OW2014) Mentor, student study support
I have learnt so much about country, culture and different 
indigenous languages. 

For the past few years I have had the privilege of helping the 
wonderful Year 12 Yiramalay students prepare for one of the 
big social events of the Wesley school year – the Glen 
Waverley formal.

The experience is different every year but is always very 
enjoyable and informative. While discussing dress styles 
and trying on high-heels (sometimes for the first time!), the 
students talk about school, sport, life and aspirations. I have 
learnt so much about country, culture and different 
Indigenous languages. I am always inspired to get to know 
young adults eager to learn and pursue their dreams.

I first became involved with the Yiramalay program after 
attending the inaugural Friends of Yiramalay tour to the 
Studio School in the Kimberley. Following the tour I was 
involved in discussions about how FoY could assist the 
program and I volunteered to take the students shopping 
for their formal outfits. I had no idea how much more was 
involved and how rewarding my involvement would be.  

I am very excited to be returning to the Kimberley this 
August for the 2019 FoY tour.

Mojdeh Pleasants, Friends of Yiramalay volunteer
New friendships through shared experiences

In 2016 I was selected for Induction 24. It led to the most 
incredible experience, and inspired me to volunteer as a 
Yiramalay mentor in Term 1, 2019.

Term 1 at Yiramalay has been jam packed with lots of new 
activities as another school year has begun and plenty of 
new faces have arrived at the Studio School. With a nine 
week term, the students have been busy interacting in new 
dance and drama classes with Bella and Rachel while the 
mentors have been running slip and slide activities, 
volleyball matches under the sprinkler and the weekly Friday 
night disco. 

Last week, all students and mentors headed to Broome for 
a mid-term break before Induction Group 37 arrives, where 
activities such as fat bike riding on Cable Beach, camel 
riding, archery and movie theatre sessions will, encourage 
new friendships through shared experiences for all. 

With Induction Group 37 arriving this week, everyone is 
really excited to celebrate the remaining weeks of term and 
for the pre-induction students to graduate.

Georgie Mason, (OW2018) Volunteer

Angie Gumana (OW2018) Hannah Singleton (OW2014) and Kahlia Rogers 
(OW2016) part in the first AFL women’s competition in Fitzroy Crossing

Mojdeh Pleasants (top center) with the Class of 2018 and (below left) with the 
Class of 2016.

Asharanie White, Georgie Mason (OW2018), Taffina Wanabi and Monique Dean  
enjoying a swim during the Broome Camp
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Student reflection

Hi my name is Asharanie White and I’m from Broome. 

I started at Yiramalay in Term 4 last year with Induction Group 36. I came 
back this year in the Senior Years Preparation Program, and have been 
trying my hardest to build my confidence up. I like being here because 
there are less kids and you can get to know everyone easily.  Sometimes 
we go out on the weekend to spend time together on country. Other 
times people come back with bushfood to share such as bush turkey, 
fresh meat or turtles. 

My favourite part of being here is going to different waterholes, and I 
like meeting new people and learning new things about their country. In 
the future I hope to keep trying new things and see what I like the best.

Asharanie White, Year 10

Put their minds to it and do it

After completing Year 12 in 2018, I was accepted into Melbourne 
University to study Arts (Extended). There are many Indigenous students 
like me who are doing this course, and this makes me feel more relaxed 
and at home. Unlike school, university life is less defined and structured 
and more self-directed. It feels like you are not being taught, but that 
you are there to be open to learning.

I am thankful for my time at Wesley College. It set me up for university 
life, by allowing me to learn some great life skills that have helped me 
settle into my new environment comfortably. There is a great diversity 
of students here, and that makes it a fun and supportive cultural space. 
If there are other Yiramalay students considering university, they should 
definitely put their minds to it and do it.

Briggs McIntosh, (OW2018)

I made lots of friends

My name is Allan and I come from Borroloola in the NT. I am pretty 
proud to be the attending the Yiramalay Studio School. I started at the 
school in Term 1, 2018 with Induction Group 32. I made lots of friends 
and got to experience many fun activities.

This experience of learning about the different Indigenous tribes and 
about the history of Fitzroy Crossing is new to me. In Melbourne I met 
up with my induction friends and stayed at Learning in Residence which 
was lots of fun. I find it difficult sometimes to encourage my  friends and 
push myself through the challenging ways of working. 

This year I hope to improve my fitness and after I finish Year 12 I hope to 
go to Uni and study music and theology.

Allan Mawson, Year 11

Asharanie White with Yiramalay teacher, Isabelle Schneider.

Alan at a recent visit to Government House  to meet the Governor 
of Victoria, the Honourable Linda Dessau AC.

Briggs at Queens College

Important dates
31 Mar   Induction Group 37 graduation and BBQ for  
  local parents (YI)
03 Apr   Induction Group 37 fly to Melbourne
05 Apr   End of Term 1 (Wes, all students)
05 Apr   Melbourne students return to Broome

RIP Brian the bull

Brian the bull, Yiramalay’s resident pet 
sadly past away earlier this year. 

Brian was an orphan, and was found 
in 2005 at the big spring trough on 
Leopold Down Station. He remained at 
the station and became a much loved 
celebrity pet at the Yiramalay Studio 
School when it was established in 
2010. He was well known by the many 
visitors to the Studio School and will be 
sadly missed. Images of Brian

05/06 Apr  Kimberley students return home
07 Apr   Kimberley staff travel home
19/23 Apr  Easter 
24 Apr   Start of Term 2 (Wesley)
24 Apr   Melbourne staff working at Yiramalay fly to  
  Broome


