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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people, and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

Creativity and Yiramalay

At the Global Connections Conference hosted by Wesley College, I was asked to speak about creativity which is at the 
centre of the partnership between Bunuba and Wesley. I would like to share my presentation with you. It starts with 
explaining what country means to Aboriginal people. For aboriginal people, country is about connection. It’s more than 
the land – it’s our identity, it heals us and it gives us spiritual guidance. It’s where we dance, it’s where we sing. Country is 
where we teach, it is where we learn and it’s where we belong.

To my people, our partnership with Wesley is about bringing non-Indigenous and Indigenous people together. It’s about 
opening the door to new opportunities and opening people’s hearts and minds. It’s a relationship and an opportunity to 
work side by side, trying new things, challenging ourselves, learning from each other and discovering different talents. It’s 
about communication and growth of teachers, mentors and students. Wesley College has helped me and my people turn 
this dream into a reality, and together we are changing the lives of the students, families, friends, teachers, mentors and 
the community.

Yiramalay is an example of creativity in education, closing the gap for me and you. Yiramalay is a new model of school on 
country where Indigenous and non-Indigenous people learn side by side – engaging in two-way learning. Creating 
something in the outback of Australia requires connecting with the local First Nation people of this land. Many cultures and 
languages come with the history of this great land: from the desert side, river side, sea side, ranges and forest side. Our 
ancestors teach us our own curriculum by telling stories, showing cave art and through traditional dancing and song lines.

Creativity is important to me as an Aboriginal woman, as a Yiramalay Traditional Owner, as a parent, as the senior cultural 
mentor at Yiramalay and as a role model. Through painting, acting (film), story telling, dancing and singing  we share our 
spirit of creativity. This is so important to all the cultures at Yiramalay, and to our program.

Kaylene Marr, Senior Cultural Mentor

I realise I really have no idea

Against the odds, at the start of Term 1 when the land should have been just emerging from flooding wet season rains, 
the black soil of Camerons plain was barely damp. The grass was green, but nowhere near the shoulder height of previous 
years. It wasn’t long before locals confirmed that the wet season had not lived up to its name this year. 

It is a happy relief that there have been some late rains. We’ve been woken at midnight by incredible claps of thunder and 
deluging rainstorms. We’ve jumped for joy and played football in rain that is so heavy you can’t see the goal posts at the 
other end of the oval. We’ve also seen the most dramatic thunderheads rumbling towards us, only to have them swerve to 
one side or another for somewhere else to get its share of cloudburst. 

Overall, there hasn’t been much of the wet stuff. As the father of one of our student’s said to me at our Induction 37 
Graduation, ‘It’s been a short wet this year.’ The grass is growing on the black soil, the bush turkey are fattening up on the 
grasshoppers, and the occasional barramundi is being caught by the expert elders…but the land is just not as verdant and 
abundant as usual. More rain may still come, but the nights are cooling and elders are telling us the dry of winter is nearby.

I’ve been to Yiramalay many times over the last six years and have seen the magnificent Fitzroy Valley in many of its shades 
and hues. When I’m in Melbourne, I miss this place. However, when I hear traditional owner Kaylene Marr say she is 
missing it, I realise I really have no idea.

Kym Adams, Acting Program Coordinator Kimberley

Yiramalay and Induction 37 students enjoying a shower Kaylene Marr at a recent Koorie Art  workshop Kaylene Marr speaking at the Global Connections Conference
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Term 1 reflection

Term 1 has seen significant student achievements within our new curriculum. The Certificate II in Skills for Work and 
Vocational Pathways focused on the cultural and community arts industry and the types of communication, numeracy and 
problem-solving needed in this industry.

In the Kimberley, students spent time at Marnin Studio and Mangkaja Art Gallery. They also wrote and recorded a song as 
their project focus which was a fantastic highlight. In Melbourne, students visited Craft Victoria and Blak Dot Gallery and 
worked closely with cultural arts practioners including Will Austin from Yarn Bark, Emma Bamblett from Koorie Art, the 
production team from Ilbijerri Theatre Company and dancers from Streetdance Studios. This industry exposure led to the 
highest ever number of units of competency completed in one term. Credit goes to our Years 11 and 12 students, teachers 
and classroom mentors and special thanks to our Arts industry partners.  

The Fitness for Life unit in Health/PE had students working towards personal fitness goals participating in boxing, hip hop 
dance, yoga and pilates in Melbourne, and a walk/run challenge in the Kimberley. In Personal Development, the focus was 
on ‘keeping safe’ by reducing risk-taking behaviours and enhancing relationships. Our Senior Years Preparation 
Program students were also busy, regularly broadcasting on Wangki Radio as part of their What’s My Story literacy unit. 
They finshed the term with a presentation from Brendan Heaphy about ANZAC Day for the We Will Remember – Indigenous 
experiences of war unit.

Felicity Pearson, Deputy Director

Well done all on another successful term

Term 1 was such a positive experience for all associated within the program in Melbourne.

Our students were 100% ready to go upon arrival, and demonstrated the maturity and confidence we have come to expect 
from them as they grow in this tremendous program. It was a genuine pleasure to be at the 2019 Glen Waverley Campus 
commencement service as our two Studio School Captains and Yiramalay Prefects were inducted.

Student leadership emerged as a theme in Term 1 with the inception of our Student Leadership Model. Five Yiramalay 
students were elected as Residence Captains at Learning in Residence in Melbourne. Students participated in the Australian 
Boarding Schools Association’s Student Leadership Forum at Scotch College as well as the GRIP Student Leadership 
Conference at the Exhibition Centre in Melbourne. Many of the Melbourne students also took the opportunity to meet with 
the careers counsellor to discuss pathways for further study or work. Personalised Learning Plans are at the centre of what 
we do, and this valuable process allowed students to start thinking about their life after school.

As the term drew to a close, students enjoyed their last few days finishing off work, packing and revealing their talents in the 
Glen Waverley House Athletics Carnival. As a group we farewelled the fabulous Ian Fewings. Ian has decided to retire from 
work and will be missed by all in the program. The students presented him with a lovely card and our Prefects made a heart 
warming speech at the final Mob meeting.

Well done all on another successful term. We are all looking forward to Term 2 where we will continue to support the 
amazing young people in this program.

Matt Watson, Program Coordinator Melbourne

Melbourne students and staff with Will Austin from Yarn Bark

Alison Lockyer at the Commencement Service

Students with Brendan Heaphy on horse back at Yiramalay

Students proudly displaying their winning ribbons at the House Athletics Carnival
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Term 1 reflection

Term 1 this year was a great term. My highlight of this term was the Collingwood and Geelong game because there was a 
lot of excitement at the arena for both AFL teams. Most of the kids on the activity were going for Collingwood, but unfortu-
nately Collingwood lost. My second highlight of this term was the Commencement Service. I was officially made a Prefect, 
which made me feel really proud of myself and Max for stepping up and being Yiramalay role models and leaders. 

Throughout this term there were a lot of challenges that I had to cope with, and I am so grateful for the staff of Yiramalay 
and the students who helped me through them. I’d also like to thank the teachers for helping me finish all my assessments 
this term. Now I am looking forward to going back home for the holidays, but I am mainly looking forward to be going to 
New York in April for Tribeca Film Festival.

Alison Lockyer, Year 12 Yiramalay Prefect

I’ve got lots of opportunities here

My name is Niniesha and I’m from Roebourne WA. I started at Yiramalay with Induction 36 in Term 4 2018. 

My favourite spot at Yiramalay is the Spring because I can go there and swim, and just be myself. It’s calm and not so loud 
there. My best moment in Term 1 would be going out to places and seeing new things like the swimming holes near here. 
I also de-stress by listening to music in my room. My favourite food would be bush tucker like goanna, emu, kangaroo, fish 
and so much more. 

Something I’ve enjoyed this term is maths, and talking to new people from around Australia. My favourite time of the day 
here at Yiramalay would be the afternoons because it’s much cooler and most of the kids are doing things. Something I’m 
grateful for is being at Yiramalay, because I’ve got lots of opportunities here. At the end of this year I am hoping I’ll be ready 
to go to Melbourne and study there in Term 4.

Niniesha Norman, Year 10

I am thankful

Arriving back to school in Term 1 and catching up with friends and teachers was great.

The term has been an interesting and busy one with all the Year 12 students keeping on track and getting their work done. 
We have been on many excursions with Year 11 students including Yarn Bark, Koorie Art, Ilbijerri Theatre Company, Street-
dance Studios, and visited Craft Victoria and Blak Dot Gallery as part of our studies.

My role as Yiramalay Prefect has been challenging. I have had to attend meetings each week and remain motivated, doing 
my best to be a role model no matter what. It is hard some days to move forward and give it everything you can. I am 
thankful to my friends, teachers and mentors for their support at these times. I am looking forward to Term 2 and the Year 
12 formal, Kimberley Cup, the Gibb Challenge and going to New York for Tribeca Film Festival with BigHart. Going home and 
spending time with my family for the holidays is also something I am looking forward to.

Maxie Coppin, Year 12 Yiramalay Prefect

Melanie Giles and Niniesha Norman at the Broome camp

Melbourne students enjoying weekend activities

Students enjoying riding bikes at the Broome camp Making a splash at the Broome camp 

Melbourne students at the footy Melbourne students at the Glen Waverley House 
Athletics Carnival
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Important dates

29 Apr   Start of Term 2 (YIR Mob)
12 May   Induction Group 38 depart Melbourne

17-24 May  Gibb River Bike Ride
26 May   Reconciliation Week Commences

Induction Group 37

Induction Group 37 left Melbourne early on a cold March morning. There were 21 Melbourne students who happily 
travelled to Yiramalay to meet with 13 local Indigenous students. These 34 students became Induction Group 37, bonding 
and growing through shared experiences over the next three weeks. The wet season in the Kimberley is beautiful with the 
grass and trees showing a rich new green growth, and the desert flowers blooming in profusion. The skies are a huge deep 
blue with afternoon thunderstorms regularly rolling in with huge displays of pyrotechnics. 

The next three weeks were spent learning about and experiencing Indigenous culture and heritage. Mervyn Street, famed 
artist, taught the group about Indigenous painting and the different styles used by different mobs. Several of the local 
Bunaba Elders talked to us about bush medicine, bush cooking and the cultural and traditional heritage of the Bunaba 
people. In between classroom sessions many wonderful water holes were visited from Six Mile to Jowie to Cadjebut. Each 
one was unique and beautiful. The history of the relationship between colonists and the Indigenous people was examined, 
particularly by exploring the story of Jandamarra and then Tom ‘Putuparri’ Lawford’s journey in Putuparri and the 
rainmakers. Induction Group 37 then visited Tunnel Creek, Jandamarra’s refuge and the location of his last stand. 

Induction Group 37 left Yiramalay on a hot and sunny April day, having made many deep friendships and wonderful 
connections and memories.

Tegan Gluschenko, Induction Coordinator

Induction reflection

Hi, my name is Tenisha Badal and I’m from Broome. I have just done three 
weeks of induction at Yiramalay, graduating from Induction 37. 

During my induction I have enjoyed going out off-site, especially to Mimbi 
Caves where I had a super knowledgeable tour guide named Ronnie and 
learnt heaps. I have also really enjoyed going to some of the local remote 
primary schools and working with the kids in literacy and in fitness class. 

I have learnt that everyone is individual and unique, and I also learnt a lot 
about Bunuba country and its people. SB, one of the local mentors, taught 
me that the Rainbow Serpent is in every living waterhole. 

My goal for the upcoming year is to go to all my classes at Yiramalay and 
make improvements so that I can go to Melbourne. I am also looking 
forward to meeting new people and seeing old friends when coming back 
to Yiramalay next term. 

Tenisha Badal, Induction 37

This experience has left me overwhelmed

Yiramalay is a school Wesley students go to learn about Indigenous 
culture and lifestyle. The past three weeks of this experience has left me 
overwhelmed. You meet new people from different lands and establish 
relationships with them. You also explore the wilderness of the Kimberley 
including gorges, towns and communities, springs, waterholes, rivers and 
much more. We have also had the opportunity to learn about the land of 
the Bunuba and Gooniyandi, the local schooling system for remote 
communities and how the people of Fitzroy Crossing live. 

The heat can sometimes be unbearable and living in a remote community 
has its challenges, however experiencing these facets deepens the 
experience. Here at Yiramalay, you learn about the different spirits that 
created the land. The Rainbow Serpent is the spirit which created the 
living water springs throughout the Kimberley. Each time you access a new 
spring, you must put a rock underneath both armpits and throw it in the 
water to present yourself to the Rainbow Serpent.

By far, my favourite experience was learning about the Bunuba hero 
Jandamarra. I also enjoyed meeting and creating relationships with all the 
Yiramalay students. Yiramalay has been one of the best inductions I have 
attended, and I will take these memories with me into the future.

Pietro Zanetti Ferreria, Induction 37 Induction 37 images

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.


