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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

Term 3 reflection

Term 3 has seen many successes for our Yiramalay students and the Induction program. Induction 40 was the first to 
depart the second week into term. The feedback was all very positive with the Wesley students experiencing and learning 
many things about Indigenous culture and returning with a deeper understanding of Australia’s first people. Being on 
country and experiencing Indigenous culture firsthand really makes Induction very special and an experience that stays 
with students and staff into the future. I believe it plays a significant role in the steps towards reconciliation when people 
have a better understanding of Indigenous culture and knowledge of Australia’s history. 

Garma Festival
Year 10 student Sherralene Rollason interviewed Ned McCord, Executive Director of Yiramalay, to find out more about the 
Garma Festival.
SR What is Garma and where is it?
NMc Garma is a celebration of the cultural, artistic and ceremonial traditions of Yolngu people. People come from all over 
to share in rich Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage. Meeting are held throughout the festival in the 
Garrtjambal Auditorium onsite, with Australia leaders presenting on various subjects. At this year’s Garma Festival, the 
first day addressed education and the second day Australia’s Constitution and recognition of Aboriginal people. Garma is 
held at Gulkula, which is about 40 kilometres from Nhulunbuy in northeast Arnhem Land
SR Did you enjoy your time there?
NMc Yes, I did enjoy Garma as it was a great time to catch up with past students and others that work in the educational 
sector. With the first day focusing on education it was nice to hear of some of the great things that are happening. The 
Homeland school at Yirrikala where language is taught at an early age in school was impressive. There are a lot of 
politicians and government personnel in attendance at the festival so it is a good time to network.
SR Would you recommend more people go there and experience the festival?
NMc Yes, I would recommend Garma to others, especially those who want to learn more about Aboriginal culture.
SR What’s your favourite thing about the place and what is one thing you disliked about it?
NMc The location is fantastic and has great views looking out to the Gulf, though the best parts are the songs and dances 
on the bunggul ground every evening, the art works at night are sight to see. What I do not like is people snoring in the 
tent next door, and I get blamed.

Induction Group 40: Being on country and experiencing Indigenous culture firsthand plays a significant role in the steps towards reconciliation

There was much to do and talk about at the Garma Festival
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I remind myself how lucky I am 

If I was to go back in time and look at myself this time last year, I would have 
never dreamed that I would spend 2019 living in the Kimberley and working 
at Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School. When I think of the things that I have 
seen, the places I have visited, the connections I have made and the things 
I have learnt, I can’t help but feel grateful. Working at Yiramalay has flipped 
everything I thought I knew about teaching on its head and has given me the 
opportunity to challenge myself and become a better educator. 

A highlight of my experience at Yiramalay has been getting to know the 
Bunuba Elders who have shared their knowledge of language, seasons, 
tradition and culture. I hope that I can share my knowledge and pass on what 
I have learnt as I wish more Australians knew more about this rich, interesting 
and meaningful culture.

Most days here, I remind myself how lucky I am to live in such a breathtak-
ingly beautiful country. The multicoloured sunset sky, starry nights, beautiful 
teal green swimming holes and caves and gorges constantly take my breath 
away. Going out bush with the Yiramalay students on their Humanities camp 
has been the highlight of my term. It was amazing to see the students work-
ing together to build the campsite, make the fire, cook the dinner and how 
they would share their knowledge with one another. I will never forget sitting 
around the campfire on the evenings of camp, singing, chatting, laughing and 
roasting marshmallows with the students. It is a memory that I will cherish 
forever. The students are what makes Yiramalay so special. I know that I am 
lucky to have met them. I want to thank them for everything they have taught 
me and for making my year here such a positive one.
Rachel Faigen, Teacher

Term 3 experiences in the conservation and environment industries
This term, students in Melbourne have had many experiences in the conservation and environment industries. These 
opportunities ranged from collecting micro plastics from Parkdale Beach, working together with animal carers at Healesville 
Sanctuary and surveying marine creatures along the rocky shoreline at Barwon Heads, to visiting and understanding the 
relationships between the Narrap team and areas surrounding Healesville and coming to terms with the impact that all 
people living on the planet are having on the environment and global warming.

During this time, apart from their involvement in industry, students are learning about workplace health and safety, learning 
how to fill out injury and incident forms, creating hazard reports and managing workplace health and safety risk. Students 
have also been using digital technology to undertake routine workplace tasks and using routine measuring equipment to 
convert units within the metric system and to estimate and calculate measurements.
Frank Concilia, Teacher

Erica with a Black Cockatoo at 
Healesville Sanctuary

Fieldwork at Barwon HeadsFieldwork at Barwon Heads

Shania Wally and Jirrwirliny Jefferies with Yiramalay Teacher 
Rachel Faigen

Year 10 Students Keel Oscar, Ree-alla Oscar, Octavia Buck and 
Asharnie White working on a science experiment

Induction 41 was lucky to experience the Indigenous Languages Forum held onsite at Yiramalay in August. This very special 
occasion celebrates the International Year of Indigenous Languages, with many special guests attending the two-day forum. 
Students gained a deeper understanding of the importance of keeping Indigenous languages alive. The Indigenous 
Languages Forum was one of many highlights they experienced during their three-week stay at Yiramalay.

It has been a busy term informing the Year 9 cohort and their parents about the Induction program, for which they will 
have the opportunity to apply in 2020. Each year the application numbers increases, indicating the positive impact it has on 
the students who have been on an Induction. We will have six Inductions again throughout 2020, many more chances for 
connecting with special people, understanding life from a different perspective and gaining knowledge of a culture that is 
more than 60,000 years old.

Tegan Gluschenko, Induction Coordinator
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Halls Creek camp reflections
Last week we went on camp to Old Halls Creek. We were learning about different rocks and how they were discovered in 
that area. On the first night we stayed at Sawpit Gorge, it was deadly because there was a big cliff and there was also a hill 
that you could climb up and see a good scene all around. We had burgers for dinner and sat around the fire and had a big 
yarn. When we went to Old Halls Creek we were finding out about how people used to walk there looking for gold. 
Someone once found a big chunk of gold, just sitting there in a creek.
We also went to Wolfe Creek Crater which is where a meteorite landed. We learned that a snake came from Bidgyadanga 
side and went there and left white chalk in the center. There are trees all around it to make a big circle. That night was the 
bomb because Jirrwirliny and I cooked a lovely beef curry, and we all sat around the fire eating marshmallows listening
to Rachel sing and play the ukulele. One of the girls, Montana, found a love heart rock and I have it in my room now. We 
stayed at Mimbi Caves for one night on the way home and we were all happy because there are hot showers there. We all 
got fresh after two days on the road. We wrote about the area surrounding the campsite where the blue tongue lizard
made marks on top of the rocks. It was a quiet and a good place to be. On Friday we left Mimbi Caves to come back to 
Yiramalay. Camp was a good experience – learning about the different places, and about why rocks are different shapes and 
colours, and what minerals are inside.
Monique Dean
My favourite part of the Halls Creek camp was getting to see all the landscapes, the sunsets and sunrises. On the first 
morning Jirrwirliny and I got up early and climbed the big hills at Sawpit Gorge. The campsite there was kind of scary 
because it looked like it would fall on us. It was early in the morning and we were lucky enough to watch the sun come up. 
The food on camp was really good too, and I didn’t expect that. We sat around the campfire for dinner and Rachel pulled 
out the ukulele and started singing, really deadly ways. Her voice was so soothing it made everyone fall asleep. From being 
on camp I have a better understanding of how rocks form and how the landscapes around here came to be.
Hiki-Lee Kinley

Circus reflections

A special thank you to the Wesley College Society of the Arts, Theatre Kimberley and the National Institute of Circus Arts 
(NICA) for their support of the Gilandirrani (to become grown up) Project. The outcome was more than we could have 
hoped for with the new and varied talents of our students being showcased and highlighted for all to admire.

Felicity Pearson, Deputy Director

NICA and Theatre Kimberley came to Yiramalay at the end of Term 2 for two weeks, to help us put on a performance. I did a 
little of the circus skills with them and mainly practised performing a dance for the show, I also participated in the final per-
formance. On the night it was a bit challenging, but when we started everyone was confident and none of the girls or the 
boys walked away from each other. It got us working together and we helped each other. Veena prepared the gymnastics 
part of it, and others learned and enjoyed showing their skills, like flipping and mini-tramp. Three dances were incorporat-
ed in the performance: first the girls and then the boys cultural dances and freestyle dance, showing the teenager mood in 
a modern day style that showed how we deal with stress.

Melanie Giles, Year 10

I enjoyed circus because I connected with other friends I hadn’t met and it taught me lots of new skills. I was nervous to 
perform in the show, but really glad I did it in the end.

Montisha Lee, Year 10

Hall Creek camp images

Circus images
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Important dates
08 Sep     Induction Group 41 Graduation and BBQ for  
  local parents (YI) 
09 Sep     FASD Awareness Day and Workshop Fitzroy  
  Crossing 
11 Sep    Induction Group 41 return to Melbourne 
13 Sep    End of Term 3 (Wesley College & Yiramalay) 
13 Sep    Mel Students fly home  
15 Sep     Staff fly to Melb  

Term 4  
05 Oct     Yiramalay LiR Students Pick-ups 
06 Oct   Yiramalay LiR Students Travel to Melbourne  
06 Oct     Kimberley Staff Return (Yir) 
06 Oct     LiR opens 
07 Oct   Yiramalay Kimberley Student Pick Up
07 Oct  Start of Term 4 (Wesley)
08 Oct     Start of Term 4 (Yiramalay Mob) 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.

Induction 40 was a fun-filled three weeks in the warmth of 
the Kimberley region. Before I came to Yiramalay, I was 
nervous about what it was going to be like and if I would 
enjoy the experience, but we were all welcomed with open 
arms by the locals and staff.

We were able to learn about Indigenous culture, such as bush 
tucker and skin groups from the Muludja Elders, Helen and 
Edna, go to famous landmarks like Darngku Gorge (aka Geikie 
Gorge), go swimming in gorgeous springs such as Y Spring as 
well as go camping near the wonderful Mimbi Caves. 
Yiramalay is an experience I will never forget, and I already 
want to go back!

Rachel Thomson, Induction 40

Student reflections

My name is Jason and I’m from Gapuwiyak in Arnhem Land. 
Being an Aboriginal from a different part of Australia, the 
experience that I have had on Induction 40 was very different 
from what I expected. I thought it was going to be like home, 
but it was completely different.

The landscape is different, the people are different and the 
beliefs are different. They have their stories and we have ours
– but we all believe in the same law. The Bunuba law and the 
Yolgnu law are both very strong. That is the only time I felt at 
home because the law is very strong in both places.

Here, there are waterholes where different types of c
eremonies are performed and that is the same with our 
mob. They are freshwater people and I have never seen the 
animals like they have here. When I went to Broome I felt 
more at home. I was at the ocean, where my people originate 
from.
After graduating from Induction 40 and moving into the 
Yiramalay program I feel more comfortable. I have the 
guidance of my big cousins, Aaron and Shanadom. It feels like 
I have my mum here with me because my big sister Belichia 
and my two aunties, Kaylene and Angie, are mentors here.
Jason Baird, Induction 40

Induction 40 snapshot

Induction 40 arrived in the Kimberley in the last week of July and it wasn’t hard to work out why all the grey nomads (as 
the retired caravaners are referred to up here) are legion at this time of the year. The weather was absolutely gorgeous. 
Days in the high 20s to low 30s, not a cloud to be seen, cool evenings with overnight lows down to the mid-teens. Our 
Melbourne winter clothes were quickly bundled away.

During our travels we heard that it had been one of the driest wet seasons on record, so we were disappointed to hear that 
most of the swimming holes were now waterless. Thank goodness for the ever present ‘living water’ of Yiramalay Spring.
We could be found there most afternoons practising our flips, encouraging and laughing at some of the attempts and just 
generally cooling off.

Darngu (aka Geikie) Gorge still contained enough water for our boat tour, but the flow in the rest of the mighty Fitzroy 
River had all but ceased. As the billabongs evaporated, the freshwater crocodiles were being concentrated into smaller and 
smaller areas, so our Indigenous Induction 40 students enjoyed telling croc stories to add a definite frisson to our only river 
water swim afterwards. Teenagers everywhere find fun and entertainment in similar ways no matter where they’re from.

Kym Adams, Teacher and Induction 40 Leader

Induction 40: ‘Yiramalay is an experience I will never forget; I already want to go 
back!’


