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We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as Australia’s first people, and pay our respects to their elders both past and present as 
owners of this land where we stand.

Grounded in Truth: Walk Together with Courage

I have worked with the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School since 2015. I’m based in Melbourne most of the time and have a 
daughter and niece in the Middle School and a son and nephew in the Junior School. I identify as a Karrajarri woman from 
my mother’s side and a Bunuba woman from my father’s side. This type of identification is very important, as it tells you 
who I am and where I belong in Australia.

If you go further up my family tree on my father’s side, you will see where reconciliation began for me before I was even 
thought of. My grandfather Peter Ross (aka Mangala) was one of the many children sent away from England. His moth-
er told him he was going away for a holiday in Australia. Fast forward to his twenties and he came across and fell in love 
with my grandmother, who was a strong Bunuba woman. He ended up staying in the Kimberley with my grandmother and 
worked at many stations. He attended several funerals and was appalled to see how Indigenous people were just buried in 
shallow graves. A light flickered in his head and he started up a funeral service to give Indigenous people a more dignified 
burial. My grandparents worked hard to keep their relationship, as it was frowned upon back in those day.

We have over 350 different Indigenous cultures in Australia and it’s amazing to see that Wesley chose one of mine to begin 
a partnership with. If you think about the Indigenous kids that attend Yiramalay, you could call it a multicultural school. It 
has become One Community, Many Cultures.

For reconciliation to work, everyone needs to participate actively with respect and stay ‘Grounded in Truth: Walk Together 
with Courage’. Just as my grandparents did before me, and Yiramalay and Wesley continue to do.

Yiramalay is a reconciliation beacon.

Kohana Ross, Senior Mentor

It’s two-way learning

National Reconciliation Week provides an opportunity for Australians to reflect on how they contribute to reconciliation in 
Australia. At Wesley College Glen Waverley, special assemblies were held at Junior, Middle and Senior School with every- 
one coming together to acknowledge the past injustices experienced by Indigenous people and share truth for a better 
future. This year’s theme, ‘Grounded in Truth: Walk Together with Courage’ is important both to reconciliation and to build-
ing relationships between all Australians.

Speaking from my liyarn (heart) at the Middle School assembly I talked about my hopes for Wesley and Yiramalay students 
to come together and learn. This new generation will carry this knowledge with them as they grow older, creating under- 
standing and building a better future for all Australians. It’s two-way learning. These young people are the new chapter – 
the future of this partnership and of reconciliation walking together towards a brighter and more positive future.

Kaylene Marr, Senior Cultural Advisor

Students at the Glen Waverley Reconciliation Breakfast Julie Atkins and Kohana Ross speaking at Glen Waver-
ley Reconciliation Breakfast
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I am reminded daily of the importance of family 

At school we have conversations about our families and communities often. It brings us close together when we feel far 
from home. The importance of family is a value imbedded so deeply into the Yiramalay program that we cite it daily. We 
see the connections between students, mentors, elders and community members, and their invaluable impact on educa-
tion. It is with great pride that I talk about the students of Yiramalay, and the way they teach and learn every day across 
cultures and generations of difference. The growing resilience of many students who have made such progress in the short 
time I’ve known them is a testament to their determination, and I am reminded daily of the importance of family in this 
process.

This term, the SYLF students were selected as finalists for the Kimberley song-writing competition, and spent many hours 
creating footage, refining dance moves and practising their singing for the upcoming performance. On Monday 20 May, the 
mentors, teachers and students piled into cars and went out on-country to find and make clapsticks for the Djapana Band. 
As we settled by the spring in the afternoon sun, the Studio School came to life. Bunuba local Corey Aiken welcomed to 
country our newest community member Oliver by the garuwa (water), while Leo and Thadius of Gapuwiyak turned plastic 
pipes into tuneful Yidakis. Across the fire, Broome’s Monique and Tenisha painted a spear jet black, while Shanadom cut a 
small piece of Myra’s hair to make a fine paint brush for Tyres’ clapsticks and Cedrick’s spear. There were moments shared 
in song and dance, and conversations in many languages happening all at once. Amid all the activity, we all understood the 
message of the song ‘look after your family’.

Isabelle Schneider, Teacher

Term 2 reflection

In April I began my third year with the Yiramalay Wesley Studio School program. I wouldn’t have noticed if it wasn’t for a 
couple of messages from connections on social media. I was prompted to pause, not for too long, and reflect on my learn-
ing and the growth of the students I have known for that period of time.
Of the current Year 12 cohort, there are four students I met on my very first trip to Yiramalay in April 2016. I have thought 
about where we were then compared to where we are now and what has been the most important learning of all. I believe 
it is the relationships.

The relationships now are strong, and this is crucial because the relationships are the foundation upon which everything 
else is constructed. There is immense trust, belief, kindness, support and above all, respect, which characterises those 
relationships. This term I have seen our students shining like diamonds, representing themselves and their communities 
proudly and brilliantly at events such as the Reconciliation Breakfast, reconciliation assemblies, prefect meetings and the 
Year 12 formal. I have also seen the hard yards in between these significant events. Adjusting to the time differences, the 
climate and the structure of life in Melbourne has been challenging, as has missing family and the rhythm of community 
life, longing for country and the comforting familiarity of language and culture. Students have reconnected with Melbourne 
friends, old and new, each term with greater confidence and mastery. 

The team and I are proud of our students and I am invigorated by the wisdom and faith shown by those who put this part-
nership between Bunuba and Wesley together. I am looking forward to Semester 2 and all it brings as we work together 
with this fabulous group of young Indigenous leaders.

Matt Watson, Melbourne Program Coordinator

Images from the Kimberley

Images from Melbourne 
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The Gibb Challenge. We did it!

We are one lucky school to be able to participate in such a wonderful event.

Along with his crew of volunteers, Simon, the Gibb Challenge organiser, did a fantastic job in planning the logistics of safely 
moving, feeding, accommodating 300 riders and their support crews across the 650km over six days along the Gibb River 
Road in the Kimberley. This year we were once again bigger, with more students and staff than in previous years. The Chal-
lenge is a unique opportunity and we are lucky to be part of it. Our team met all the challenges including starting the day at 
sunrise, riding on dusty, corrugated and in places, sandy roads in a very remote but beautiful part of Australia. Google the 
Cockburn Ranges to see for yourself. The weather was in the high 30s and the flies were plentiful.

All the students rode further than they ever imagined they could and found muscles they didn’t know they had. We could 
see the growth in just the first couple of days – more confidence, stronger and more resilient riders. Of course, we had our 
moments where you could cut the tension with a knife, but what do you expect when you have 16 people in two cars or 
on the bikes, tired, hungry and hot? However, to come out on the other side laughing, high fiving and being proud of each 
other – that is a win!

During our trip, we met people driving the Gibb River Road, and they thought we were mad for doing it. But as the students 
said, it’s a challenge – you get on the bike and you move one leg at a time. We just kept riding. And what a cause to support. 
We say it every year but it’s true that the Challenge is the highlight of the year. It’s the best event the school can take part in. 
We are constantly on the move and camp at a different station or campground each night. The students burn all their energy 
during the day and are in bed and asleep by 8.30pm, which is unreal.

We couldn’t do this without the support of the school, Ned McCord, and all other staff that step in for us while we are away. 
And for those of you who have donated, thank you. Your support means a lot to us and to the RFDS.

This year’s staff included Tim, Marte, Rohan, Moe, Lucy and Max. It’s a tough week but loads of fun – you guys made it fun! 
Thank you all.

Bush love from the Yiramalay Gibbsters

Gibb Challenge student reflections

‘I really liked the swimming spots. The water was lovely and cold. I really pushed myself some days – I was riding more than 
I thought I could. It was painful going up the hills. I want to go back next year.’

Montisha Lee, Year 10

‘This year at the Gibb, my highlights were some of other young smaller kids – they were fun. I made new friends and I am 
proud of the students that came with us. It’s a hard week but we did it.’

Allan Mawson, Year 11

‘I enjoyed riding because I haven’t really done it before. I loved the swimming places we saw on the way to El Questro. I’d 
like to do it again.’

Ninisha Norman, Year 10

Images from the Gibb Challenge
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Important dates

23 Jun  Students SYLF standard fly home 
26 Jun  Students SYLF advanced fly home 
28 Jun  End of Term 2 (Wesley and Yiramalay)
30 Jun   Induction 39 travel to Broome with 
  Kimberley Cup team 

30 Jun – 4 July Kimberley Cup 
04 Jul  Induction Group 39 Graduation Broome
05 Jul  Induction Group 39 and  Kimberley Cup 
  participants travel home

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is committed to keeping children safe.
Trained teachers deliver the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum to all students.

The heart of Yiramalay still remains the same. 

After nearly three and half years away from Yiramalay, I had mixed emotions as we made the drive along the dirt road to 
the school. Memories came flooding back of people, stories and adventures along that road. As we arrived outside the 
community centre and emerged from the bus we were greeted by staff and students proudly dressed in Yiramalay uniforms 
and beaming with warm greetings. While so much has changed in the time I’ve been away, the heart of Yiramalay remains 
the same.

I have spent the three weeks of the Induction 38 with a great group of students and staff. Overall, the Melbourne students 
exceeded my expectations in terms of their eagerness to learn, how quickly they made connections and their sense of 
respect when dealing with the Elders who worked with us. The four local students on Induction 38 each grew enormously 
during our time together. I started off as ‘Miss’ and ended up being ‘Tanya’ as day by day they opened up to us all.
I am incredibly grateful to my amazing induction staff team, 
including Indigenous mentor Marilyn Rogers, who support- 
ed us throughout the induction. As a team we laughed, 
reflected and cared for each other and the students. We 
embraced Paul Munn’s day one message of just saying ‘yes’, 
and learnt an enormous amount about another community, 
as well as ourselves.

The theme for Reconciliation Week this year is ‘Grounded in 
Truth: We Walk Together with Courage’. I couldn’t think of a 
better summary of our three weeks in the Kimberley.

Tanya Davies, Induction 38 Leader

Induction reflections

This week is National Reconciliation Week and I can’t think 
of a better place to be spending it. For three weeks now we 
have been learning about Indigenous culture and history. 
We have learnt about many important landmarks in Indig-
enous history, such as Paul Keating’s speech and the 1967 
referendum. The quizzes they gave us about Indigenous 
history made me aware of how little I knew and how much I 
need to learn.

A particularly interesting figure we learnt about was Jan-
damarra, an Indigenous ‘Robin Hood’ who fought against 
the colonisers. We went to many sacred sites for the Gooni-
yandi and Bunuba people, including waterholes and caves. 
We were accompanied by Indigenous tour guides who 
explain the creation stories and cultural significance of these 
sites.

Overall, Yiramalay has been a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
and I can’t wait to share my newfound knowledge at home.

Jonny Hill, Induction 38 

My name is Latrell Moody and I’m from Roebourne. I had a 
really good time on induction and made some new friends, 
especially all the Melbourne boys. I went to different places 
with them and my favourite place was Windjana Gorge, but 
we couldn’t swim there because of the crocodiles.

I enjoyed playing footy with the Melbourne boys and joined 
in with the locals. And we won the game. At the induction 
we learnt the story of Jandamarra and his fight for his coun-
try and his people. I feel proud about graduating and getting 
two certificates.

Latrell Moody, Induction 38 Images of Induction Group 38


